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TONY MORRIS

HERE were contrasting
finishes to the two most
important races on Sunday’s
Deauville card. Imperious
Goldikova fairly
spreadeagled her field in the Group 1
Prix Jacques le Marois, giving a
display that put even her wonderful
Breeders’ Cup performance in the
shade, whereas only a length
separated first from sixth in the
Group 2 Prix Guillaume d’Ornano,
one of the most closely contested
Pattern events of recent years.

But there was no doubting that we
saw a worthy winner in the
Newmarket challenger Sri Putra, who
was brought with a timely run by
Frankie Dettori to assert his
superiority in the closing stages and
claim his first victory at this level in
his first start over 1m2f.

Sri Putra showed that he had the
potential to take high rank on his
debut in June last year, when he took
a 16-runner Newbury maiden in good
style, and his Group 3 victory two
months later in Sandown’s Solario
Stakes, with five other previously
unbeaten colts behind him, more than
confirmed that impression.

However, he did not run to that
level of form in his other two races as
a juvenile, meeting trouble in running
when eighth behind Donativum and
Crowded House in the Tattersalls
Million Stakes, and he did not help
himself by running too freely in the
Racing Post Trophy. He was eighth
again at Doncaster, considerably
further behind Crowded House than
he had been at Newmarket.

Looking less than cherry-ripe on his
return in the Group 3 Greenham
Stakes, Sri Putra missed third place by
only a short head while hinting that 7f
was now too short for him, so it was
unsurprising that he started a
well-backed 3-1 second favourite for
the Group 2 Mehl-Mulhens Rennen,
Germany’s counterpart of the 2,000
Guineas, in Cologne three weeks later.

But he failed to fire there, coming
back a disappointing fifth of eight,
nearly nine lengths behind the (then)
unbeaten Irian, but he was a sick
horse when Michael Jarvis got him
home, suggesting that he may have
had an excuse for that dull display.

The colt was given a ten-week
break before his next task, which
looked a formidable one under top
weight of 9st 7lb in a competitive 1m
heritage handicap at Ascot on King
George day. The market did not rate
his chance highly, with five of his ten
rivals preferred in the betting, but the
12-1 chance turned in a personal best
performance, progressing smoothly
from the rear to assume command,
then running on resolutely to hold the
challenge of Peking Prince (who
received 261b) by half a length.

After that effort, which was clearly
up to Pattern standard, Sri Putra had
to revert to prestige events; choosing
one in which he could enhance his
reputation was the poser. The timing
of the Prix Guillaume d’Ornano was
right, as were its conditions, which
specified three-year-olds only and
dictated that any previous Group 2
winner would have to concede him
2kg. The concern was whether he
would be able to stay 1m2f, a full
quarter of a mile farther than he had
ever been before.

The Sri Putra who had run too
freely to see out the 1m of the Racing
Post Trophy last October would not be
good enough, but on that occasion he
had not been helped by a low draw
which meant that he was never able
to get cover. At Deauville there would
no doubt be a smaller field and no
great gallop; he would probably be

Sri Putra and Frankie Dettori (right) swoop to land the Prix Guillaume d’Ornano in a bunch finish

Group 2 winner is
fine advert for sir
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Pedigree analysis
Sri Putra

able to tuck in behind, and, with a
little bit of luck, stay handy enough to
make his change of pace tell when it
mattered.

The race unfolded precisely
according to plan. He may not have
been the best horse in the race
— Debussy was very close under his
penalty — and it was debatable
whether his performance quite
matched that Ascot handicap run, but
the Group 2 honours had been duly
acquired, and his stamina for 1m2f
had been established. It was clear
that there were now more options
available to him.

The stamina doubts had centred on
his sire, Oasis Dream, whose talents
on the racecourse marked him down
as a faithful scion of the Danzig tribe
- a sprinter through and through, and
one of proven top class.

His Middle Park triumph had
ensured that he headed the European
juvenile rankings in 2002, and his
July Cup and Nunthorpe victories in
the following season had resulted in
his being declared champion of
Europe’s three-year-old sprint
division. He had found immediate
favour with breeders who felt
confident that he would transmit his
speed, and it was widely assumed
that, if he was going to make his
mark at stud, it would be as a sire of
notable sprinters.

But, as I pointed out here very
recently, Oasis Dream’s pedigree was
not all about the Danzig line. Yes,
what he expressed as an athlete was
very much in that familiar mould, but
his dam was by Dancing Brave and
sister to Irish Oaks heroine Wemyss
Bight.

RANDDAM Bahamian was

a daughter of Mill Reef

who had finished first in

the Group 2 Prix de

I'Esperance over 1m7f, and
she was out of the luckless Sorbus, a
Busted mare who had been
controversially disqualified after
beating Fair Salinia in the Irish Oaks
and later ran second in the Irish St
Leger. There was stamina aplenty on
the distaff side of that leading
sprinter’s pedigree.

Oasis Dream’s results to date have
reflected a breeding background that
was anything but one-dimensional.
Sure, he has got his share of speedy
and precocious types, a point well
illustrated by his record tally of 38
individual two-year-old winners in
2008, and he is going great guns with
his juveniles again this term, including
a pair who starred at Newmarket’s
July meeting in Arcano and Misheer,
respectively winners of the July Stakes
and the Cherry Hinton.

But Midday failed by only a
whisker in the Oaks and has since
won the Group 1 Nassau, and no
sooner had we taken note of
Sri Putra’s Group 2 win over 1m2f
than along came Monitor Closely,
all-the-way winner of the 1m4f Great
Voltigeur at the same level and now
under consideration for a
supplementary entry in the St Leger.

If Oasis Dream had simply been a
sire of sheer speed and nothing else,
he would not now find himself riding
as high as seventh in the sires’ list. He
is emulating another pure sprinter in
Pivotal (currently fourth in the table)
by essentially transmitting class
rather than one distinct aptitude
relating to distance.

These are early days in Oasis
Dream’s stud career, but it is already
evident that he ranks among the best
in Britain. He has huge crops in the
pipeline and his influence will
become more marked in the future.



