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Katgary
Trainer: Pauline Robson
2nd, Doncaster, March 4
The seven-year-old will edge up the 
weights for a narrow defeat in this 
2m handicap, but with regards to 
his prospects of going one better 
from a higher mark next time there 
are reasons for optimism as he 
jumped well and travelled strongly. 
There is a valuable 2m handicap 
chase at Aintree next month (won 
last year by Katachenko) that could 
be his next target.
vvAdvice Back on next three starts

Warriors	Tale
Paul Nicholls
Won, Newbury, March 4
It’s hard to assess this win from a 
form perspective given he beat just 
two rivals and the race was run in 
sticky ground that some jockeys 
described as “hard work”. But the 
style of the performance was 
impressive and he coped really well 
over shorter than the 2m7f he had 
encountered previously. He seems 
suited by flat, galloping tracks, so 
presumably connections will be 
formulating plans to target spring 
races at Aintree and Ayr.
vvAdvice Follow for remainder of 
season

Clan	Legend
Nick Alexander
Won, Kelso, March 4
The seven-year-old has form figures 
over the last two seasons on heavy 
ground of 1131531. This gutsy 
display improved his chase record 
to two wins from four starts and 
weather permitting he could be 
capable of adding more before the 
end of the season. His ability to 
handle heavy ground means he is 
going to make his presence felt 
when getting his favoured testing 
conditions.
vvAdvice Back on next three  
heavy-going starts

Mount	Mews
Malcolm Jefferson
Won, Kelso, March 4
This Presenting gelding is rated 
highly by his trainer and outclassed 
four rivals in this Grade 2 novice 
hurdle to record a fifth success 
from six starts. He seems to be 
versatile with regards going and his 
sire’s progeny often prefer a better 
surface. His next race is likely to be 
the Grade 2 Top Novices’ Hurdle at 
Aintree, which his stable won two 
seasons ago with Cyrus Darius, and 
on this evidence he will pose a big 
threat.
vvAdvice Follow for remainder of 
season

Woodland	Opera
Jessica Harrington
3rd, Leopardstown, March 5
This novice chaser has a best 
hurdles RPR of 143 and has yet to 
run close to that level over fences. 
However, on this third chase start 
he jumped economically, and 
having been left behind by some 
speedy horses in the back straight 
on the final circuit, he was keeping 
on well at the finish so is likely to 
have a lot more to offer over a 
distance longer than this 2m1f.
vvAdvice Back on next three starts
Keep tabs on James Pyman’s 
Py Catchers by entering 
them in your Horse Tracker 
at racingpost.com

James Pyman	analyses the prep races of 
Cheltenham winners since 2010

of the five winners. Copper Bleu 
landed the novice handicap chase in 
2010 at 12-1 and Fingal Bay won the 
2014 Pertemps Final at 9-2. Fingal Bay 
has been given the same preparation 
this year and next week runs off an 8lb 
lower mark than when successful. He 
was sixth in a Pertemps qualifier at 
Exeter last month, which is the race 
used as a stepping stone to his success 
three seasons ago.

Kempton has the third-highest IV 
(1.7). A substantial 20 festival winners 
in this period had their final prep races 
at Kempton and six of these were 
trained by Nicky Henderson. The 
Lambourn trainer’s runners who had 
run previously at Kempton and were 
then sent off shorter than 7-1 at the 
festival have form figures of 01113011 
(+£16.03).

Irish tracks make up the next three 
in our list: Punchestown (IV of 1.6), 
Fairyhouse (1.6) and Naas (1.2).

Eleven festival winners ran at 
Punchestown last time out and six 
were trained by Mullins. However, 
Quevega provided four of the wins, 
with each Punchestown appearance 
coming at the previous year’s festival, 
and had you placed £1 on all of his 
runners with this preparation at the 
festival you would have suffered losses 
of £26.62 (five wins from 40 bets). 
Runners not trained by Mullins with 
this profile are not showing a profit 
either, with just five of the 79 hitting 
the target for a loss of £25.

Runners in festival handicaps are 
showing profits when they had their 
final preps at both Fairyhouse (+£20, 
four wins from 39 bets) and Naas 
(+£17.50, 2-14).

T HE four winners who came 
from Fairyhouse were 
prominent in the betting, 
and at shorter than 20-1 the 
record improves to 4-21 

(+£38). Two qualifiers in the right 
price range at this stage are Dinaria 
Des Obeaux (Fred Winter) and 
Presenting Percy (Pertemps Final).

In handicap chases, horses who ran 
last time at Naas are achieving 
positions of 13271, and potential 
qualifiers next week are Squouateur 
(Close Brothers Novices’ or Kim Muir), 
and in the Grand Annual, Alisier 
D’Irlande, Pairofbrowneyes and Solita.

Runners whose final warm-up race 
for the main meeting was at 
Cheltenham have accounted for 12.2 
per cent of festival winners, which is 
marginally higher than their 
representation having made up 10.8 
per cent of the runners. However, 
backing every horse with this 
preparation would have led to  
£1 level-stakes losses of £164.83.

A related angle you should consider 
following is backing David Pipe’s 
chasers in festival handicaps when 
their last run was at Cheltenham. Four 
of his last 16 runs with this profile 
landed the spoils (+£18.83). 
Ballynagour, Champers On Ice and  
Un Temps Pour Tout are entered for 
handicap chases and fit the bill.

Another interesting pattern 
pertaining to all 27 horses who were 
successful at the festival is that the gap 
between running at Leopardstown and 
winning at Cheltenham was between 
30 and 80 days.

Counting back this amount of time 
from the first day of this season’s 
festival reveals a 50-day window 
between December 24 and February 
12 in which 50 Leopardstown 
races took place across seven 
race meetings (December 26, 
27, 28, 20, January 22, 29 
and February 12). If you have 
time to watch only a limited 
number of replays perhaps 
these are the meetings 
to view and horses 
not trained by 
Mullins are the ones 
to make a note of.

Since 2010, 15 festival 
Grade 1s were won by 
horses not trained by 
Mullins who ran last 
time at Leopardstown. 
Thirteen of the 

M ANY of us are poring 
over video replays to 
unearth those vital 
clues that could  
lead to winners at 

Cheltenham next week.
So you can make the most of the 

rapidly diminishing study time, I’ve 
explored the link between success at 
the meeting and the course of a horse’s 
last run beforehand to establish which 
tracks are often final stop-offs for 
festival winners.

The table shows wins-runs records, 
strike-rates, profit-loss figures and 
Impact Values (IV) for the courses that 
were the last destinations for at least 
20 horses who ran at festivals since 
2010. 

IV is calculated by dividing the 
percentage share of total festival 
winners who had their final prep runs 
at the course by the percentage share 
of total festival runners made up from 
such horses. The IV exceeds 1 only 
when the percentage share of winners 
is higher than the percentage share of 
runners.

Let’s take a closer look at the courses 
with the best strike-rate and IV figure. 
A stat worth keeping in mind next 
week is that in this period more 
festivals winners had their final prep 
races at Leopardstown than any other 
course and this includes Cheltenham.

Horses who had run last time out at 
Leopardstown are punching well above 
their weight at the festival, accounting 
for 21 per cent, so more than a fifth of 
the total winners, despite making up 
9.6 per cent of the total runners  
(IV of 2.2).

Out of the 40 festival race winners  
in this period who took this route  
13 were trained by Willie Mullins, 
although, interestingly, it’s the runners 
from other yards who have given 
punters an edge.

Such runners trained by Mullins 
have achieved 13 wins from 100 runs 
(13 per cent strike-rate), with an 
average SP of 11-4, and are showing 
£1 level-stakes losses of £27.63. Those 
not trained by the Irish champion 
trainer have registered 27 wins from 
221 runs (12.2 per cent), so are 
operating at a similar strike-rate. 
However, their SPs averaged a much 
bigger 7-1 and they are returning a 
chunky £1 level-stakes profit of 
£104.62.

So these figures suggest it’s runners 
from outside of the uber-powerful 
Mullins yard who completed their 
preparations at Leopardstown who are 
generally more likely to offer value.

When you dig into the records of 
these runners and look at their records 
in different types of races it becomes 
apparent they seem to have been 
underrated across the board. 

They have yielded profits in chases 
(15 wins from 107 bets, 14 per cent, 
+£49.62), hurdles (11-95, 12%, 
+£57), Grade 1s (15-116, 13%, 
+£69) and handicaps (5-79, 6%, 
+£9). Additionally, in the Foxhunter, 
such runners achieved placings of 
24031UP13PP1F1 (+£6.62).

Leopardstown	favoured	
stop-off	for	festival	heroes

winners returned SPs between 9-2 and 
20-1, and last night on racingpost.com 
you could back these qualifying 
runners for these targets at best odds 
in this range:

Racing Post Arkle: Some Plan; 
Stan James Champion Hurdle: 
Petit Mouchoir; RSA Chase: Alpha 
Des Obeaux, Disko; Champion 
Bumper: Someday and Debuchet; 
JLT Novices’ Chase: Disko; 
Ryanair Chase: Empire Of Dirt, 

Sizing John, Outlander and Zabana; 
Sun Bet Stayers’ Hurdle: More 
Of That; JCB Triumph Hurdle: 
Mega Fortune; Timico Gold Cup: 

Outlander and Sizing John.
Second in our table is Exeter 

(IV of 1.8). Blindly backing 
horses who completed their 
preparations at the Devon 
track returns a £1 level-

stakes profit of £36.50 (five 
wins from 49 bets).

Philip Hobbs trained two 
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RECORDS	OF	RUNNERS	AT	CHELTENHAM	
FESTIVALS	SINCE	2010	BY	COURSE	OF	THEIR	
FINAL	PREP	RUNS
Course	 wins-runs	 %	 profit-loss	 Impact	Value

Leopardstown 40-321 12 +76.99 2.2

Exeter 5-49 10 +36.50 1.8

Kempton 20-214 9 -13.17 1.7

Punchestown 11-119 9 -51.64 1.6

Fairyhouse 7-77 9 +9.23 1.6

Naas 4-57 7 +18.00 1.2

Haydock 10-148 7 -20.50 1.2

Cheltenham 23-363 6 -164.83 1.1

Warwick 6-98 6 -4.50 1.1

Thurles 2-34 6 -4.75 1.0

Navan 4-69 6 -17.00 1.0

Ffos Las 2-36 6 +13.00 1.0

Kelso 2-38 5 -14.00 0.9

Ascot 12-239 5 -145.58 0.9

Aintree 1-20 5 -10.00 0.9

Clonmel 1-22 5 -9.00 0.8

Newbury 12-281 4 -139.78 0.8

Musselburgh 3-80 4 -18.00 0.7

Market Rasen 1-28 4 -7.00 0.6

Sandown 5-161 3 -80.00 0.6

Fontwell 1-34 3 +7.00 0.5

Wetherby 1-40 3 -31.00 0.4

Doncaster 4-170 2 -81.00 0.4

Taunton 1-43 2 -38.00 0.4

Chepstow 1-47 2 -41.00 0.4

Wincanton 1-66 2 -15.00 0.3

Gowran 1-67 1 -58.00 0.3

Bangor 0-25 0 -25.00 0.0

Leicester 0-28 0 -28.00 0.0

Ludlow 0-29 0 -29.00 0.0

Huntingdon 0-55 0 -55.00 0.0

*Impact Values (IV) are calculated by dividing the percentage share of total winners who had 
their final prep runs at the course by the percentage share of total festival runners made up from 
such horses.
**An Impact Value will exceed 1 only when the percentage share of winners is higher than the 
percentage share of runners
***Only courses with 20 or more runs are shown

Presenting Percy: leading contender 
for the Pertemps Final at Cheltenham


