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Man City-Liverpool dual
forecast 1pt 2-1 Sky Bet

Man Utd to not finish in the
top four 2pts 11-4 bet365
Huddersfield to be relegated
2pts 5-4 BoyleSports, Sky Bet
Bournemouth to be
relegated 1pt 9-2 general
Fulham +45 on handicap
Ipt e-w 16-1 Betway, Sky Bet

Leicester without big six
Ipt 5-1 Coral

R Firmino top goalscorer
Ipt each-way 35-1 Paddy Power

J Vardy top goalscorer
0.5pt each-way 40-1general

W Zaha top goalscorer
0.5pt e-w 200-1 Betfred, Lads

S Aguero to outscore
R Lukaku 2pts 8-11 bet365

E Hazard PFA Player of

City are likely to gobble up the
leaders to retain the title.

City, one point behind but
odds-on favourites to be
crowned champions again,
have almost kept up with
Liverpool’s relentless pace
despite having already visited
Anfield and played most of the
season without influential
midfielder Kevin De Bruyne.

With De Bruyne now raring
to go there is potential for City
to improve — a frightening
prospect given their goal
difference of plus 38 is easily
the best — and on expected
goals Pep Guardiola’s team are
comfortably seen as the
superior side.

Unbeaten Liverpool deserve
enormous respect after serving

—— > 3

i

Liverpool aim to win their first
championship since 1990.
Fabinho is finally looking
good, Naby Keita has only
shown flashes of the talent
which created such a fuss when

Manchester City’s Kevin De Bruyne (right) is raring to go after injury

N TERMS of a bet it could
be worth focusing on the
best of the rest which has
become a battle for
London supremacy and
Tottenham can come out on top

BEST PRE-SEASON PRICES

8-11 Manchester City, 9-2 Liverpool, 8 Manchester United, 14 Chelsea, 18
Tottenham, 25 Arsenal, 250 Everton, Wolves, 450 Leicester, 500 West Ham,
750 Crystal Palace, Newcastle, Southampton, 1000 Burnley, Bournemouth,
Brighton, Fulham, Watford, 1500 Huddersfield, 2500 Cardiff.

to deal with and an unbalanced
fixture list — Tottenham have
played only seven home
matches compared to Arsenal
and Chelsea’s nine.

With Jan Vertonghen, Danny
Rose, Christian Eriksen, Harry
Kane, Dele Alli and Heung-Min
Son just some of those to have
started slowly there is every
reason to expect a better
second half of the season even
if Wembley remains their
home.

Chelsea, firmly put in their

Spurs, are possibly ahead of
schedule given Maurizio Sarri
was always going to need time
to stamp his style on the club.

The Blues, however, have
made just three visits to the
current top ten and face a
tricky schedule down the
stretch, while Sarri is
presumably desperate for a
new striker in January.

He is having to use Eden
Hazard through the middle and
how he would love someone of
Pierre Emerick-Aubameyang

the Year ipt 14-1 Sky Bet it up to the champions in the he arrived in the summer and against Chelsea and Arsenal. place when or Alexandre Lacazette’s
P-E Aubameyang PFA opening 17 matches. the bench is much better than Spurs are third despite a soundly beaten quality.
Player of th eyYear Their defensive stats, with last season thanks to the likes despite a desperately difficult 3-1 away to Those two sharpshooters

0.5pt 22-1 Betfair, Paddy Power

M Ozil PFA Player of the
Year 0.5pt 50-1 general

Sell Newcastle points
at 41.5 Sporting Index

only seven goals conceded, are
outstanding and the forwards
are just beginning to hit their
straps with Mohamed Salah,
Roberto Firmino and Sadio
Mane capable of more as

of Xherdan Shagqiri.

However, Liverpool are likely
to need a points tally in the
high 90s, and maybe even three
figures, which may prove just
beyond them.

pre-season that started late
because nine of their squad
were involved in the World Cup
semi-finals.

There have been a stack of
injuries for Mauricio Pochettino

PREMIER LEAGUE STANDINGS

Tottenham ace
Heung-Min Son

showed their class in Arsenal’s
north London derby delight
against Tottenham but on
expected goals the Gunners
have a bit to find on Wolves,
never mind the top four.

Unai Emery has brought a
fresh energy to the
Emirates but they have
conceded
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PREMIER LEAGUE RELEGATION

Struggles on the road suggest
Cardiff are set for the drop

By Mark Langdon

THE relegation market suggests
it will be three teams from five
plying their trade in the Sky Bet
Championship next season and
the ante-post relegation
favourites Cardifflook set to be
one of them.

Cardiff are making a decent
effort given their limited
resources but only one of their 14
points has come away from home.
And as they have already faced
six of the bottom nine in Wales it
seems as though Neil Warnock’s
side have already had their best
chances to pick up points.

Warnock’s battlers are only two
points clear of the drop and they
have less financial clout than
some of their rivals which could
be important during the transfer
window.

Huddersfield have played some
decent football but they lack
quality in the striking department
which could be their undoing.
The knee injury that rules out key
man Aaron Mooy until February

'

Neil Warnock looks set for a diffic

is also a bitter blow.

Fulham have flopped woefully
after spending in excess of £100m
in the summer. They have lost the
identity and spirit which won
them the Championship playoffs

TOP-FOUR FINISH

Bet365 BetBright Betfair Betfred Betway Boyles

Tottenham 29 29 29 14 29
Chelsea 29 29 29 14 29
Arsenal 13-8 64 75 13-8 64
Man Utd “ 1 1 12 1
Everton 150 100 225 150 125
Wolves 125 150 300 200 150
West Ham 200 150 500 250 200
Watford 200 250 500 500 200

Coral

2-9

Hills  Ladbrokes Power Sky Bet 188Bet
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64 75 64 75 75 118 13-8
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ult seco

AN
nd half of the season

and manager Slavisa Jokanovic
lost his job.

However, if Jokanovic’s
replacement Claudio Ranieri sorts
out the defence then Fulham will
have a fighting chance. It tends

TO STAY UP

to be easier to rectify organisation
issues than find new ways to
create opportunities.

The rock-bottom Cottagers
have already travelled to six of
the top eight, so their second-half
schedule will be less taxing, while
Burnley have looked a little more
like their old selves in the last few
games, beating Brighton 1-0,
nearly holding on for a point at
Tottenham and taking the lead in
a 3-1 loss to Liverpool.

Southampton are better than
their league position suggests and
should move up the standings
now Ralph Hasenhuttl has arrived
so that three from five is probably
more like three from four.

Crystal Palace should soon get
Christian Benteke back to fitness,
Newcastle have Rafael Benitez
and Brighton, who are potentially
overachieving, have given
themselves a terrific buffer
with 21 points on the board
already.

Recommendation

Cardiff to be relegated
2pts 8-11 Betfair, Paddy Power

Bet365 BetBright Betfair Betfred Boyles  Coral  Hills Ladbrokes Power —SkyBet 188Bet
Brighton 133 140 1-40 180 1-66 1-80 1-50 1-80 1-40 1-100 1-41
Crystal Palace  1-14 1-14 1-16 125 1-16 1-20 1-14 120 1-16 1-14 1-20
Newcastle 18 110 112 19 110 110 18 110 112 110 1-10
Southampton -7 16 16 17 17 17 16 17 16 16 217
Cardiff 13-10 11-10 Evs 65 1110 54 1110 54 Evs 65 65
Fulham 138 65 64 65 11-8 64 1110 64 64 32 64
Burnley 74 138 138 138 138 &5 138 85 138 138 2817
Huddersfield 15 74 2110 74 2 15 74 15 21110 2 115
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Watford 200 150 250 100 200 200 200 66 200 250 200 200
West Ham 200 250 275 200 200 200 200 50 200 275 250 200
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PFA PLAYER OF THE YEAR
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Eriksen

De Bruyne
Mane
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Sane
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Jorginho
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LANGDON’S TEAM OF THE SEASON SO FAR
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Managerless United
looking vulnerable
to the chasing pack

TOP-SIX FINISH

MANCHESTER UNITED are ina
mess but they may not even have
sunk to their lowest point despite
sacking Jose Mourinho and the
Red Devils may be more
vulnerable than long odds-on
quotes for a top-six finish suggest,
writes Mark Langdon.

United are sixth after 17
matches. They have a zero goal
difference which is the same as
Leicester in 12th and their
defensive record of 29 goals
conceded is worse than
19th-placed Huddersfield’s. Only
Fulham have kept fewer clean
sheets that United’s tally of two.

The club issued a statement
saying a caretaker manager will
be appointed until the end of the
season before conducting a
“thorough recruitment process
for a new full-time manager”
which leaves the Red Devils in a
state of flux until the permanent
replacement is named.

Will funds be made available
to this interim boss? It would
seem unlikely given that he will
be out of a job in May and all the
talk around Manchester is of a
change of direction at board level
as CEO Ed Woodward looks to
bring in a director of football.

That all sounds sensible apart
from the fact the defence is awful
and striker Romelu Lukaku has
scored just twice in his last 17
matches.

The midfield would be helped
should the new caretaker enjoy
a more productive relationship
with Paul Pogba than Mourinho
did, although the World Cup
winner’s attitude throughout the

Romelu Lukaku: underdelivering

season only goes to highlight the
complete lack of discipline
running rife at a troubled club.

Since Sir Alex Ferguson retired
United have finished seventh,
fourth, fifth, sixth and second
and that second to Manchester
City was seen as a fluke last year
with the club sixth on expected
goals.

Some expected goal rankings
rate them even lower this season
and the likes of Wolves and
Everton have a fair chance of
finishing above United.

Wolves have got to go away to
all of the top four, although they
are coached excellently by Nuno,
while Everton added quality in
Richarlison, Bernard, Lucas Digne
and Andre Gomes last summer
which should see them improve
as the campaign continues.

Recommendations
Wolves top-six finish
0.5pt 9-1general
Everton top-six finish
0.5pt 9-1bet365
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SEASON BETTING 2018/19

TO WIN OUTRIGHT

PREMIER LEAGUE

MAN CITY 2/5
LIVERPOOL 9/4
TOTTENHAM 33/1
CHELSEA 66/1
ARSENAL 200/1
MAN UTD 750/1
EVERTON 1500/1
WOLVERHAMPTON 1500/1
WEST HAM 2000/1
BOURNEMOUTH 2500/1

OTHERS AVAILABLE
WIN ONLY

TO BE RELEGATED

CHAMPIONSHIP

LEEDS

NORWICH

WEST BROM
DERBY

SHEFF UTD
ASTON VILLA
MIDDLESBROUGH
NOTTM FOREST
STOKE

SWANSEA

OTHERS AVAILABLE
EACH-WAY 1/4 1-2-3

15/8

3/1
11/2
1/1
12/1
14/1
16/1
33/1
40/1

150/1

LEAGUE 1

PORTSMOUTH
SUNDERLAND
LUTON

BARNSLEY
CHARLTON
DONCASTER
PETERBOROUGH
BLACKPOOL
SOUTHEND
FLEETWOOD TOWN

OTHERS AVAILABLE
EACH-WAY 1/3 1-2

7/4
15/8
3/1
10/1
20/1
50/1
50/1
200/1
300/1
400/1

LEAGUE 2

LINCOLN CITY
MILTON KEYNES DONS
MANSFIELD

BURY

COLCHESTER
TRANMERE

EXETER

FOREST GREEN
NEWPORT COUNTY
OLDHAM

OTHERS AVAILABLE
EACH-WAY 1/5 1-2-3

PREMIER LEAGUE

HUDDERSFIELD 4/N
BURNLEY 4/9
FULHAM 1/2
CARDIFF 8/13
SOUTHAMPTON 9/2
NEWCASTLE 11/2
CRYSTAL PALACE 9/1
BRIGHTON 14/1
LEICESTER 66/1
BOURNEMOUTH 125/1

OTHERS AVAILABLE

TOP GOALSCORER

CHAMPIONSHIP

IPSWICH
BOLTON
READING
ROTHERHAM
MILLWALL
SHEFF WED
HULL
WIGAN
BRENTFORD
PRESTON

OTHERS AVAILABLE

LEAGUE 1

BRADFORD

AFC WIMBLEDON
PLYMOUTH
BRISTOL ROVERS
SCUNTHORPE
GILLINGHAM
ROCHDALE
OXFORD UTD
SHREWSBURY
WALSALL

OTHERS AVAILABLE

LEAGUE 2

MACCLESFIELD
NOTTS COUNTY
MORECAMBE
GRIMSBY
CHELTENHAM
CAMBRIDGE UTD
CREWE

YEOVIL
CRAWLEY TOWN
PORT VALE

OTHERS AVAILABLE

PREMIER LEAGUE

KANE

SALAH
AGUERO
AUBAMEYANG
STERLING
HAZARD
MANE
LACAZETTE
MARTIAL
WILSON

OTHERS AVAILABLE
EACH-WAY 1/4 1-2-3

CHAMPIONSHIP

ABRAHAM
GRABBAN
MAUPAY
PUKKI
GAYLE
RODRIGUEZ
ROOFE
SHARP
JUTKIEWICZ
ADAMS

OTHERS AVAILABLE
EACH-WAY 1/4 1-2-3

LEAGUE 1

MAJA

MOORE

EAVES

MARQUIS
HENDERSON
GODDEN
LADAPO

LEE

TAYLOR
AHEARNE-GRANT

OTHERS AVAILABLE
EACH-WAY 1/4 1-2-3-4

LEAGUE 2

NORWOOD
STOCKLEY
AGARD
AKINDE
ANEKE
MAYNARD
POPE
WALKER
MATT
SURRIDGE

OTHERS AVAILABLE
EACH-WAY 1/4 1-2-3-4

UP TO £100 IN BET CREDITS FOR NEW CUSTOMERS
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Need Help? Call the National Helpline free on 0808 802 0133. View conditions of all our offers at www.bet365.com. *New customers only. Deposit £5 or more and claim within 30 days of registering to receive a 100% matched amount in Bet Credits up to £100. Bet Credits are released
after settlement of qualifying bets (must settle within 30 days of claiming) and are non-withdrawable. Returns exclude Bet Credits stake. NETeller, Skrill and Skrill 1-Tap deposits don’t count. Selections settled at odds of less than 1/5, Cashed Out bets and bets placed via our Telephone
Betting service don’t count towards release of Bet Credits. Other conditions, time limits & exclusions apply. All prices subject to fluctuation.
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PREMIER LEAGUE TOP SCORER

Manchester City’s Sergio Aguero is only two goals off the pace despite having missed four weeks

Aguero looks ready to
make up for lost time

By Mark Langdon

SERGIO AGUERO has recently
returned from injury and that is
bad news for the rest of the
Premier League.

Aguero, out of top-flight action
since the 4-0 win at West Ham on
November 24, was on the bench
for Saturday’s success over
Everton and is no doubt aiming
to fill his boots during this busy
Christmas period.

It's aremarkable top goalscorer
betting heat with nine players
separated by two goals and the
leading hitmen - ten-goal Pierre-
Emerick Aubameyang and
Mohamed Salah — will take some
catching, not to mention twice-
winner Harry Kane, who is one
behind on nine.

However, eight-goal Aguero
has plenty going for him,
particularly that City score an
obscene amount of goals.

They have already notched 48
and the likes of Leroy Sane and
David Silva put opportunities on
a plate for Aguero, whose
expected goals per 90 minutes
figure of 0.80 is comfortably
superior to his market rivals.

Aguero is averaging a goal
every 121 minutes and Pep
Guardiola won’t be able to rest

MOST ASSISTS 2018-19

E Hazard Chelsea
7 L Sane Man City
R Fraser Bournemouth
6 C Eriksen Tottenham
R Sterling Man City
A Ramsey Arsenal
5 B Mendy Man City
A Doucoure Watford
S March Brighton
C Wilson Bournemouth
4 R Jimenez Wolves
J B Gudmundsson  Burnley
H Bellerin Arsenal
L Vietto Fulham
M Rashford Man Utd
J Holebas Watford
K lheanacho Leicester
R Firmino Liverpool
M Salah Liverpool
A Knockaert Brighton
O Giroud Chelsea
S Aguero Man City

LEADING SCORERS
P-E Aubameyang Arsenal P 10
M Salah Liverpool 10

H Kane Tottenham P

R Sterling Manchester City
S Aguero Manchester City P
E Hazard Chelsea P

G Murray Brighton P
Richarlison Everton

0 00 0 0w O ©

his star striker often if Liverpool
lay down a proper title challenge.

He will also soon have the
sublime passing of Kevin De
Bruyne to help the Golden Boot
charge, although that may be a
hindrance to Raheem Sterling’s
chances of landing an upset.

De Bruyne’s return means
Bernardo Silva will have to be
shifted wide, fighting with
Sterling, Sane and Riyad Mahrez
for two spots.

Salah is hugely respected along
with Kane. Tottenham are not
quite a one-man team but Kane
definitely leads their charge.

Aubameyang, however, is
jostling with Alexandre Lacazette
for the starting berth as the
central forward for Arsenal.
Sometimes he is on the left and
sometimes he’s out of the team
altogether.

P = Possible penalty taker

C Wilson Bournemouth

S Mane Liverpool

A Martial Manchester Utd P
A Mitrovic Fulham

F Anderson West Ham

D Ings Southampton P

A Lacazette Arsenal P

R Lukaku Manchester Utd

O 000NN N 0

For a second bet, head to
Chelsea and Eden Hazard.

The brilliant Belgian is proving
his worth once again and scored
what proved to be the winner
against Brighton last time out.

Hazard is on eight goals and he
also takes Chelsea’s penalties, but
more importantly, he has just
been moved to a more advanced
position.

Blues boss Maurizio Sarri, who
turned Dries Mertens into a centre
forward at Napoli, seems to have
lost faith in Olivier Giroud
and Alvaro Morata, which can
only be good news for Hazard
backers as the season reaches a
crescendo.

Recommendations
S Aguero top goalscorer
1.5pts each-way 5-1general

E Hazard top goalscorer
0.5pt 25-1 Hills

TOP SCORER

Bet365 BetBright Betfair Betfred Betway Boyles Coral

Kane 114 11-4 114 52 135
Salah "4 114 114 114 114
Aguero 5 5 5 5 5
Aubameyang 5 5 5 5 5
Sterling 2 12 12 12 1
Hazard 20 18 18 16 18
Lacazette 33 33 33 33 33
Mane 28 28 33 28 33
Wilson 40 40 40 40 40
Sane 50 50 40 50 50
Lukaku 50 50 50 50 50
Richarlison 40 40 40 50 40
Mitrovic 50 50 50 50 50
Martial 40 66 66 50 50
Vardy 66 66 40 50 66

Each-way "2 1,2,3 (Sky Bet ¥4 1,2,3,4)

Hills Ladbrokes Power Sky Bet 188Bet
114 125 52 125 114 52 114
"4 14 114 114 114 3 114
5 4 92 4 5 92 5
5 5 4 5 5 6 5
12 12 14 12 12 12 12
% 18 25 18 18 14 20
33 33 25 33 33 3 35
20 28 40 28 33 28 30
40 40 25 40 40 40 40
50 50 40 50 40 50 50
50 40 50 40 50 40 50
50 50 25 50 40 50 40
50 50 3 50 50 50 50
50 40 50 40 66 50 50
50 50 50 50 40 50 70

Others on request
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Didi Hamann |

Expect Liverpool to

vush City all the way

T’S three from five for the

drop and two prices jump

off the page — Burnley at

7-4 to stay up and

Southampton at 9-2 to
go down.

Burnley find themselves in
the bottom three alongside
Huddersfield and Fulham after
a really disappointing start to
the season.

But I still think they’ve got
the mentality and the belief to
get out of this fix and their
performances recently against
Liverpool and Tottenham hint
at that.

Burnley seem to have lost the
defensive strength they once
possessed, but the organisation
was there against Spurs where
they were cruelly undone by a
late winner.

Burnley can fight their way
out of danger but I'm not so
sure about Southampton.

The Saints being eased to go
down is a classic case of
overreacting to one result.

Barely a week after they sank
miserably at Cardiff in Ralph
Hasenhuttl’s first game in
charge, are we really supposed
to believe that Saints are now
safe after beating Arsenal 3-2?

Arsenal were there for the
taking with no central
defenders and they have been
leaking goals anyway. But they
also cut Southampton apart far
too easily and could have
scored many more. Saints were
poor at the back when
Hasenhuttl arrived and they
still are. One result doesn’t
mean that Saints are safe.

At the other end of the table
we’ve got a proper title fight
and one that probably isn’t
reflected in the prices.

The layers are still right
behind Manchester City and I'm
inclined to agree — but they
aren’t a 2-5 chance.

My sense with City is that
they’ve got the greater depth in
key areas — more options in
central defence and a galaxy of
permutations in the final third.

Liverpool need to keep their
holy trinity fit and fully firing,
though none of Mohamed
Salah, Roberto Firmino or

Virgil van Dijk has proved to be a superb signing for Liverpool

Sadio Mane is as important as
Virgil van Dijk is to Liverpool
sustaining a challenge right to
the end.

Van Dijk has been a colossal
signing for Jurgen Klopp, giving
them an authority in an area
where it had been lacking. He
stops goals and he even scores
goals, but more importantly he
leads the team.

As I say it’s City for me — but
Liverpool won't be far behind.

DIDI’'S DIAMONDS

Southampton to be
relegated
9-2 bet365, BoyleSports, 188Bet

Burnley to stay up
7-4 bet365

P-E Aubameyang top scorer
6-1Sky Bet

E Hazard top scorer
25-1each-way Hills

G Jesus top scorer
100-1 each-way bet365, 188Bet

Hazard a danger in boot market

AFTER two months without
a goal EDEN HAZARD was
back on the scoresheet at
Brighton at the weekend.

Perhaps more
significantly the Belgian star
played through the middle
at the Amex Stadium.

If Maurizio Sarri has
really lost faith in Alvaro
Morata and Olivier Giroud
(and I wouldn’t be in the
least bit surprised if he has)
then we can expect to see
Hazard in that role more

often between now and the
end of the season.

And that means we should
expect a fruitful few months
for the Chelsea ace who has
to be worth a golden boot
punt at 25-1. He’s only two
off the pace and if we know
one thing about Sarri’s
Chelsea it’s that they won’t
be sitting back.

At an even bigger price,
how about GABRIEL JESUS?
Back in the goals and back
in Pep Guardiola’s planning,

he looks set to have a
greater influence over the
second half of the campaign,
and there is no guarantee
that Sergio Aguero can stay
fit.

Of the market leaders I
like PIERRE-EMERICK
AUBAMEYANG. I said when
he arrived he is a proven
finisher, as good a
goalscorer as you’ll find in
Europe, and he’s playing in
the right team to give him
opportunities.

The smart money's on

CORAL™

+BUILD YOUR BET
LEADERBOARD

£25,00

P FOR GRAB

The bigger the price,
the higher you place

Available online & mobile

ENTRIES
NOW
OPEN
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LEADERBOARD
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BETSLIP

PROMOTIONS

YOU ARE 2ND ON THE LEADERBOARD

POSITION CUSTOMER MATCH BET PRICE

Wolves v
Man City

Aguero 2+ GDALS,

BTTS YES, Over11.5.. 118/1

st JoeBloggs28

Salah 3+ GOALS,
Liverpool TW, Mane...

Liverpool v

Brighton as/1

2nd smithes

Girona v
Real Madrid

15" Half DRAW, 2"° Half

Real Madrid... 80n
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SKY BET CHAMPIONSHIP

ADVISED ANTE-POST

SKY BET CHAMPIONSHIP

By Dan Ch||ds Bet365 BetBright Betfair Betfred Betway Boyles Coral  Hills Ladbrokes Power Sky Bet 188Bet
A G il Leeds -4 74 74 144 74 64 138 74 138 744 64 75

Nottingham Forest to win title .

4pts each-way 10-1general Norwich 3103 103 3 3 3 103 72 103 103 3 3

Derby to be promoted West Brom 12 5 5 92 112 5 5 5 5 5 1122 112

A5 B el [Fever sheffieldUtd 12 12 9 10 12 10 12 10 12 9 11 12

QPR to be relegated

2pts 5.1 Paddy Power De.rby 12 10 12 8 0 10 10 12 10 122 14 10
S Middlesbrough 14 14 14 14 14 14 12 12 12 14 14 14

Birmingham to be relegated "

Ipt 7-1 Betfred Aston Villa %o 1412 1 12 14 14 14 14 18 16

Sheffield United top-half Nottingham Forest 33 33 25 18 25 33 33 20 33 25 33 40

finish 5pts 11-10 Hills Stoke 40 50 50 33 33 40 40 20 40 50 66 40

?ir,mlingham bottom-half Swansea 100 100 100 66 100 100 100 50 100 100 80 100
Inish 6pts &-11 Betfred Birmingham 100 100 150 100 150 100 125 150 125 150 150 100

Nottingham Forest top-six
finish 5pts 6-4 Hills

Preston +22 on handicap
Ipt each-way 18-1 Betfred

Each-way /4 1,2,3 (Coral, Hills, Ladbrokes, Sky Bet /5 1,2,3)

PROMOTION

Others on request

L Grabban top goalscorer Bet365 BetBright Betfair Betfred Betway Boyles Coral  Hills Ladbrokes Power SkyBet 188Bet
ihepies cerliHely il Sy e Leeds 815 12 12 12 12 12 49 12 49 12 12 49
O McBurnie top goalscorer Norwich Evs Evs 1011 Evs 811 1011 10-11 Evs 10-11 10-11 1011 56
Ipt each-way 25-1general
N West Brom 54 54 54 54 54 54 54 54 54 54 54 54
J Kodjia top goalscorer -
Ipt each-way 25-1 Sky Bet Sheffield Utd 94 52 94 52 2 94 2310 5-2 23-10 94 94 94
Hull to finish above QPR Derby 94 52 94 52 52 94 94 94 94 94 52 94
6pts 10-11 Sky Bet Middlesbrough 3 3 1144 3 114 114 114 114 114 114 114 114
fShef}:iel: Wegnesdlag to Aston Villa 14 3 114 52 3 114 114 3 114 114 3 114
inish above Bristol City .
5pts 4-5 Sky Bet Nottingham Forest 7 8 7 5 8 7 7 7 7 70132 7
Erestonttetiniah Stoke 8 8§ 172 8 9 8 7 7 7 12 9 8
above Birmingham e ] Swansea 20 16 16 16 16 16 14 16 14 16 14 16
Spts 4-6 Sky Bet Aston Villa have ier League-bound Birmingham 20 20 20 16 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20
Derby to finish above Leeds Bristol City 5 25 25 25 25 25 18 16 18 25 28 25
5pts 10-11 Sky Bet [ ] [ )
. QPR 33 25 25 20 33 25 25 25 25 25 33 30
Nottingham Forest to
finish above Swansea - Blackburn 25 40 40 33 33 33 28 25 28 40 50 30
6pts 4-5 Sky Bet Preston 33 33 33 25 40 33 25 25 25 33 50 30
Brentford 40 40 50 66 40 40 40 33 40 50 50 50
STANDINGS Wigan 66 150 150 100 66 66 66 40 66 150 250 80
HOME SKY BET CHAMPIONSHIP AWAY S ou m a e o Hull 200 200 250 150 200 200 200 200 250 250 200
PTWDL FA LT AP
22 7 31 18 6 Leeds. 218 12 45S
22 8 0 3 2015 Norwich. 551201144 TOP-TWO FINISH
22 6 3 2 29 16 WestBrom.....5 3 317 1539
22 6 3 2 16 12 Derby 52 4151238 Bet365  BetBright  Betfair  Betfred Boyles Hills Power  SkyBet  188Bet
2533 614181437 o
22542 4.5213.936_ Leeds 4-6 4-6 4-6 4-6 4-6 4-6 4-6 4-6 6-10
22 542 371191335 .
2551 344171533 omo lon a e Norwich 11-8 118 1310 11-8 118 118 1310 54  13-10
2524 434101032 I c I
22 4 6 1 19 12 Birmingham..3 4 4 13 1531 West Brom 9-4 9-4 9-4 9-4 9-4 9-4 9-4 9-4 9-4
22533 1411 Stokenwn2 7 215 1631 i
22 461 1613 Blgcfbur 344132031 Sheffield Utd 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 9-2 4
22 6 14 16 13 QPR.... 335111931
223 4 4 1212 Bristol C........5 2 415 1430 he divisi hev have had Derby 4 92 92 92 92 92 92 92 4
225 42 2618 Prest 2369 1928 h
287371409 Wigan HER o the division. But they have ha Middlesbrough 6 6 6 6 5 12 6 112 6
22335 9 11 Hull.... 335141924 an | S issues at the back, shipping 34 ;
. 7 Aston Villa 132 1322 132 1322 132 6 132 1322 132
233 Jirpan goals in 22 games, and their
2461 027722  Our EFL expert flimsy defence will need Nottingham Forest 16 16 16 14 16 16 16 14 16
223 2 6 1617 Reading.......1 5 511 1819 : .
2443 1816 Millwall 03 8102219 fancies the addressing. Stoke 20 20 25 25 20 20 25 25 2
n231m 6D f;s';;'c'h__ SRR Villans to Smith could do with adding Swansea 3 33 40 40 33 40 40 40 35
HOME LAST EIGHT AWAY two centre-backs to offer some
A WD LF AP el el assistance to Axel Tuanzebe TOP-SIX FINISH
g ; ; g 153 S kifg,s. viiia ; ? 1 15; ; }g Strong \ and Jam.es Chester, who are the Bet365 BetBright Betfair  Betfred Betway  Boyles  Hills Power  SkyBet  188Bet
813085 016 4715 only senior central defenders Leeds 12 110 112 112 10 12 12 12 12 16
821132 22009 715 on the books. .
g % % g 2 g % ; é .; 3 }i EAN SMITH was But Smith has an ambitious Norwich 6 16 16 17 17 16 18 16 17 17
82115 5Detbyod 115 414 delighted to lland board behind him and if he West Brom 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14
g g ? % g ; v % ? % ? g }12 the .H.lanagerlal makes the right signings it may Derby 12 471 815 815 47 12 47 815 47 12
s 112 5% 2117 e %?lslltlontﬁt AIStt?}I: not be beyond Villato mounta [} it SheffieldUtd 47 47 47 815 12 47 12 47 815 8§15
illa — the club he ;
N N e T R charge towards the top two. Leeds boss Marcelo Bielsa Middlesbrough 811 841 811 811 813 811 47 841 813 1117
822085 madbun 0224 570 Supportedasaboy—and he Finishing in the playoffs will ; AstonVilla 1011 56 1011 10-11 45 1041 45 10-11 1011 910
§ 1307 6Rothetham...0.3 15 79 could have an even better be seen as the minimum they have started it. ston Villa - - - - - - - - - -
8 121 78 Reading.....0 221 47 feeling in May because tl‘}ere is requirement and Villa look a A new striker is hkgly to be: Nottingham Forest 2 158 158 158 94 2 2 158 74 74
e 112 42 0133 s  astrongchanceof the Midlands  s4lid odds-on bet to nail down top of the shopping list and, if Stoke 52 52 14 52 114 114 52 114 114 52
g 11208 913295 giants winning promotion to a top-six berth. the right player is brought in, Swansea 6 6 6 6 12 6 5 6 1 6
8 103 78 013372 the Premier League. Leeds should get over the line. Birmingham 8 8 s 8 8 s 8 8 6 8
8 :O:A: 14 013 ;WAz 2 Villa are eighth with just over EEDS are one point Norwich also rely a lot on Blackburn T T T
WD L F sTraps  half of the season remaining above Norwich at the youngsters — academy products e
Mo a0 Blackbum .9 76272979 but they are four points and top and are 2-1 Max Aarons, Jamal Lewis and Bristol City 1210 1 10 8 12 1 10 8 12
43125 4 2914 Middlesbro...§ 9 530 2374 four places higher than Fulham favourites to win the Todd Cantwell have soon QPR 2 12 n nn o122 12 9 Mm 93 12
7S 300 e L0 875 were at the same stage of the division. become influential players — Preston W16 14 14 16 14 14 14 14 14
4310 7 5 36 26 Derby. 7 7 7252465 2017-18 Campaign_ They deserve to be market and they approach Christmas Brentford 20 20 20 20 16 20 18 20 20 20
43 97 5 2719 SheffUtd....9 4 931 3265 g SR .
431165 3324 Leeds .. 66 9253063 Fulham took off after the leaders but their odds look onamassive high havingwon ;0. 50 33 40 40 33 40 40 40 40 50
3282 3319 Rotherham...4 61119 382 turn of the year and went close  about right for a side who may 12 of their last 16 league
g 193 izi ;1 g? g; g'i’lrl{wall- ; 2 ]g%g gg gg) to winning automatic need a few January acquisitions ~ games. o
43 876 2119 Nottm Forest.5 11 6 20 2657 promotion before dusting to beef up some areas of the They should finish in the top FATE OF THE CHRISTMAS LEADERS
43 9 7 5 3223 Birmingham...6 5 1125 3757 3 six at worst. although their
39 8 5 6 4030 WestBrom.....7 4 922 2954 themselv.es down and d?featlng Squad' . 1k ? & Season Leaders Best price Clear by Fin. Position Won/Lost by
43966 5611203154 Villa 1-0 in the playoff final. Marcelo Bielsa’s high-energy ~ shaky defence (26 goals
43 778 6 51023 3551 . . . 2017-18  Wolves 1-5 4pts 1st 9pts
43777 3327 Bristol C........5 7 1021 3150 Their celebrations are style demands a lot of his conceded) may deny them a WG N iz ot E =
8o s 2020 § 893314 Wembley were tough for Villa players and several have missed ~ top-two finish. T T 74 o o T
39 6 6 8 2122 Stoke.. 311520 2744 to take but in many ways the periods of the season with Challenges to Leeds could 9 P
43 7 411 16 29 Bolton 2 811143239 . . . .. . 1 f 2014-15 Bournemouth 9-2 GD 1st 1pt
433108 16 28 Ipswic 5 41321 3438 Cottagers are an example Villa niggling injuries. also come from West Brom, 201314 QPR 1011 2pts 4th 22pts
435 611 2737 Reading.......2 8 11183535 shoyld be looking to follow for Bielsa has dipped into the Sheffield United, Derby, 01213 Cardif . o i« i
the rest of the season. Under-23s, handing debuts to Middlesbrough and
H h . 4 N . 2011-12  Southampton 15-8 1pt 2nd 1pt
BEST PRE-SEASON PRICES Fulham improved Will Huffer, Jamie Shackleton, ~ Nottingham Forest. £ °
p 2010-11 QPR 11-8 3pts Ist 4pts
11-2 Stoke, 8 West Brom, - dramatically after adding loan Aapo Halme, Jack Clarke and of thos.e teams Dgrby, who T Toeh TE 10pts = Tt
ﬁo“féif'?1Sf£233hi§?:$:3?||h§ " signing Aleksandar Mitrovicto  Ryan Edmondson, and has are steadily improving after a 200809 Wolves 11-10 7pts st 7pts
Swansea, 14 Derby, 16 Brentford, an already strong attac}(. ‘ been rewarded with some 510W start, have the most scope TO0E TR o o o Tiphs
25 Norwich, 28 Sheffield United, The good news for Villa is excellent performances from to improve and thljeaten the 200607 Birmingham o Spts o 2pts
23 SBhAeffi?Id. We\;jl nesday, PBrlestEn, that their attack is already up his fledglings. automatic promotion places. o = “ o o Toote
M?llwr;slt OBIfr'T:?’r’\ gh'grir";éoHuﬁ,c burn, to the required standarq. With But a7few more s.enior players Recommendation 200405 Ipswich 5 2015 d opts
Reading, QPR, 100 Ipswich, 43 goals in 22 games, Villa are wouldn’t go amiss if Leeds are Aston Villa top-six finish B Mt 5 ot - apts

250 Bolton, 500 Rotherham.

the second-highest scorers in

to finish the season as well as

5pts 10-11 Betfair, P Power, Sky Bet
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PREMIER LEAGUE

SPECIALS...

ROCK BOTTOM
Huddersfield

Burnley

Fulham

Cardiff

TOP 10 FINISH
West Ham

Watford

Bournemouth

Leicester

Brighton

C Palace

TOP LONDON CLUB
Tottenham

Chelsea

Arsenal

Anything take your
festive fancy?

C 188BET.CO.UK

Rock Bottom market applies to the team to finish bottom of the 2018/19 English Premier League. Top 10 Finish and Top London Club relate to final standings in the

2018/19 English Premier League. Prices subject to change. Terms apply. Please gamble responsibly.

BeGambleAware.orgG ‘
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SKY BET CHAMPIONSHIP

RELEGATION

Bet365 BetBright Betfair Betfred Betway Boyles Coral

Ipswich 29 14 29 14 16 15 15 16 15 29 15
Bolton 310 13 13 27 310 14 14 310 14 13 41
Reading 46 46 46 811 46 46 813 811 813 46 23
Rotherham 64 64 118 54 64 118 54 54 54 118 74
Millwall 72 4 4 4 4 4 72 92 712 4 92
Sheffield Wed 4 112 112 5 5 4 72 12 72 12 4

Hull 7 i 7 8 6 7 7 6 7 7 152
Wigan 14 13 13 11 14 12 12 14 12 13 1N

Brentford 25 25 25 20 33 25 22 25 22 25 X5

PrestonNorthEnd 40 40 40 33 33 40 33 33 33 40 40
Blackburn 80 66 66 50 66 80 66 50 66 66 50

Birmingham 66 8 8 8 8 66 66 80 66 80 100

Bristol City 66 8 8 100 8 8 66 66 66 80 80
QPR 100 100 80 100 66 80 66 40 66 80 80
Swansea 150 150 150 150 100 150 150 80 150 150 200
Stoke 250 250 250 250 250 250 - 125 250 250

Hills  Ladbrokes Power Sky Bet 188Bet

1-7
1-4
1117
5-4
12
11-2

250

TOP-TWO FINISH

Bet365  BetBright  Betfair  Betfred Boyles Hills Power  Sky Bet
Leeds 4-6 4-6 4-6 4-6 4-6 4-6 4-6 4-6
Norwich 118 118 1310 11-8 118 118 13-10 54

West Brom 9-4 9-4 9-4 9-4 9-4 9-4 9-4 9-4

Sheffield Utd 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 92
Derby 4 9-2 9-2 9-2 9-2 9-2 9-2 9-2
Middlesbrough 6 6 6 6 5 112 6 11-2
Aston Villa 1322 132 132 132 132 6 132 132
Nottingham Forest 16 16 16 14 16 16 16 14
Stoke 20 20 25 25 20 20 25 25
Swansea 33 33 40 40 33 40 40 40

188Bet
6-10

13-10
94

TOP SCORER

Goals so far Bet365 BetBright Betfair  Betfred  Betway  Boyles  Hills Power  Sky Bet
Grabban 14 114 114 135 52 114 114 52 135 114
Abraham 12 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4
Pukki 12 7 7 7 8 1 7 7 7 7
Maupay 13 7 7 7 8 7 7 7 7 7
Gayle 10 10 9 1 10 9 10 9 1 10
Rodriguez 10 12 " 12 12 " 12 " 12 12
Roofe 10 16 16 17 16 16 16 14 17 16
Sharp 11 20 20 20 16 20 20 16 20 20
Jutkiewicz 10 28 25 25 25 25 25 25 25 18
Adams 10 33 33 33 33 33 33 33 33 33
McBurnie 8 40 40 40 40 33 40 33 40 40
Dack 9 50 50 50 66 50 50 50 50 50
Kodjia 6 66 66 66 80 50 66 40 66 50
Afobe 7 66 66 66 100 66 66 50 66 50

Each-way /4 1,2,3,4 (bet365, BetBright, Betfred, Hills 1/5 1,2,3) Others on request

CHILDS’S TEAM OF THE SEASON SO FAR

-4
’®
AARONS

Nz
FLINT

KEOGH

WEST BROMWICH

S
BARNES

MAURAY.

188Bet
5-2
7-2
132
132

= ot e

Matt Palmer (left) and his

s

Rotherham side face a real battle to preserve their Sky Bet Championship status

Millers may fall short in
battle to beat the drop

Relegation

Rotherham have improved
considerably since finishing
bottom of the Sky Bet
Championship in 2016-17 but
they still face a tough battle to
avoid the drop in 2019 and may
fall just short.

Paul Warne stayed on as Millers
boss despite the club’s relegation
in 2017 and led them back to the
second tier at the first attempt.

Despite the restrictions of a
tight budget Rotherham have
been competitive, losing only
eight of their 22 matches.

But they have chalked up just
four wins —all of them at the New
York Stadium - and are only three
points above the drop zone.

Last Saturday they drew 1-1 at
home to fellow strugglers
Reading, equalising in the 90th
minute, but the result masked a
very poor first-half performance
which should have seen their
opponents out of sight.

Fourth-bottom Reading are
currently under the caretaker-
stewardship of Scott Marshall but
they have a bigger budget and are
likely to improve. However, they
are odds-on for the drop while
Rotherham are 7-4 shots.

Millwall are a much bigger
price despite being third from
bottom but have a recent history
of doing much better in the
second half of the season and
should continue to pick up points
at the Den, where they have
beaten promotion chasing Derby
and Aston Villa.

Recommendation

Rotherham to be relegated
2pts 7-4 Sky Bet

Top goalscorer
The race to be the Sky Bet
Championship’s leading scorer
looks as wide open as the battle
for promotion but West Brom
striker Dwight Gayle looks
each-way value to come out the
pack and finish top of the scoring
charts.

Gayle is just one part of a potent
three-pronged Baggies’ attack
featuring Jay Rodriguez and
Harvey Barnes but he looks more
likely than his teammates to score
more than 20 goals.

The 28-year-old had injury
problems in the autumn and his
total minutes on the pitch (1,217)
is significantly lower than
Rodriguez (1,926) and Barnes
(1,854) at the moment.

Despite this he is
Albion’s joint-top scorer
with ten, the same as
Rodriguez, and
should score plenty
more if staying fit for
the rest of the
campaign. d

Lewis Grabban, '
advised pre-season
at 14-1, leads the way
on 14 goals and his
odds have shortened to
11-4.

The Nottingham Forest man
should continue to flourish
and Aston Villa’s on-loan
Chelsea forward Tammy
Abraham could also go close,
having netted eight of his
12 goals in the last six
appearances for Dean :
Smith’s resurgent Villans. !

Recommendation

D Gayle top goalscorer
Ipt e-w 11-1 Betfair, P Power

To finish outside top six
Sheffield United have the same
points tally at this stage of the
season (37 from 22 games) as last
year and they may continue to
follow a similar path to the
2017-18 campaign by missing out
on the playoffs.

Chris Wilder’s side play high-
intensity football which is great

to watch and often difficult for
their opponents to cope with.

However, their style demands
a lot from the players and
standards are starting to slip.

Since topping the table in early
October, the Blades have won just
three of their ten games.

They are starting games in the
ascendancy but opponents are
getting better at weathering the
storm and making their mark late
on.

Fellow promotion hopefuls
Leeds and West Brom posted
December victories at Bramall
Lane by scoring winning goals
in the second half and other
teams are likely to follow their
example.

As a result United’s slide may
continue, making it difficult for
them to reach the top six.

Recommendation
Sheffield United to finish
outside the top six

3pts 6-4 Paddy Power, Sky Bet

To finish in bottom half
Steve McClaren has done a great
job to get QPR into mid-table after
a slow start but life may be about
to get tougher again for the
Londoners, who could slide in
2019.

With a transfer embargo in
place for January there is no
scope for the Hoops to improve
their squad.

They should stay up, but they
are far more likely to finish in the
bottom half than the top half.

Recommendation

QPR bottom-half finish
3pts 10-11 Sky Bet

DAN CHILDS
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BEHIND
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DISARRAY

The season’s in full flow but while Klopp's in party mood, Jose's
PREMIER LEAGUE POINTS 2018-19 (17 /| !
GUE POINTS 2018 (17 games played) already been escorted from the premises. With 21 games left, it's

never too late to get involved with a buy or sell of Points (see left).
Liverpool 91-92.5 45 sofar Leicester 46.5-48 22 so far Or how about Stop At A Premier League. Loss - not something
for Utd to worry about of course - but Liverpool are 235-245
(170 so far) with 10pts awarded per match until they're beaten.

Chelsea 78.5-80 37 sofar Crystal Palace 38-39.5 15 so far

*New clients get £100 (non-withdrawable) to bet with.

Keep what you win, but any losses over £100 are your liability.
Man Utd  64.5-66 26 sofar Southampton 35.5-37 12 so far Market restrictions and 7 day time limit apply. Full T&Cs online.

\ Spread betting involves risk. Losses can exceed deposit.

Wolves 51.5-53 25 sofar Burnley 29-30.5 12 so far

» SPORTINGINDEX

Watford 47-48.5 24 so far Huddersfield 27.5-29 10 so far

Account opening subject to suitability checks. Prices subject to fluctuation.
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SKY BET LEAGUE ONE

Bet365 BetBright Betfair Betfred Betway Boyles Coral  Hills Ladbrokes Power Sky Bet 188Bet
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ADVISED ANTE-POST

By Steve Davies

Portsmouth 74 74 74 64 74 74 64 138 64 74 32 64 ..
Southend to win title
Sunderland ~ 15-8 158 21-10 64 158 7-4 138 13-8 13-8 21-10 9-4 13-8 Tot each-way 28-1 Sky Bet
Luton 303 114 3 103 14 3 14 3 114 52 114 Fleetwood to win title
Bamsley 0 10 1 8 10 9 9 10 9 10 10 11 ot @liiely S SHigy fotsi
Charlton 20002 2 20 20 20 16 16 16 2 25 20 Doncaster to be relegated
Ipt 9-2 general
Doncaster 50 40 40 33 50 40 33 50 33 40 33 50 A
Bristol Rovers to be relegated
Peterborough 50 50 50 40 50 40 40 50 40 50 50 50 1pt 7-1 Betfred, Betway, Hills
Blackpool 200 200 200 100 200 150 200 250 200 200 200 200 Luton top promoted side

4pts 10-11 Sky Bet
AFC Wimbledon to

Each-way /3 1,2 Others on request

PROMOTION score fewest goals
Ipt 12-1 Sky Bet
Bet365 BetBright Betfair Betfred Betway Boyles Coral  Hills Ladbrokes Power Sky Bet 188Bet Fleetwood top-half finish
Portsmouth 411 25 25 25 25 25 411 411 411 25 25 41 3pts 6-5 Betfair, Hills, P Power
Luton 815 815 49 815 815 815 12 815 12 49 12 12 Sunderland off scratch
Sunderland 49 12 12 25 813 49 49 411 49 12 813 49 on season handicap
Barnsley 118 54 118 118 54 54 54 54 54 118 118 2317 Z’t ea;h"':’y ;‘Z"ge;em;
outhend +22 on handicap
Charlton 72 72 72 103 72 72 103 72 103 72 72 3310 1ot each-way 181 Hills, 18886t
Doncaster 7 6 6 6 92 6 5 6 5 6 4 6 B Kee top goalscorer
Peterborough 132 6 132 6 6 6 6 132 132 132 Ipt each-way 35-1188Bet
Blackpool 20 20 20 20 16 20 20 16 20 20 18 20 D Hylton top goalscorer
Southend 22 33 33 2 33 33 18 33 18 33 33 25 floti @ei-ieyy -1 EEts
Burton 40 40 40 40 33 40 33 40 33 40 33 40 I Henderson top goalscorer
Ipt each-way 50-1 Sky Bet
Coventry 40 40 40 40 33 40 33 40 33 40 28 40 Rochdale to finish
Accrington 40 40 40 40 33 40 40 40 40 40 40 40 : : above Bristol Rovers
Wycombe B oW S B B A S0 3 et 1o oo heny Tl oroetion choTomen Ipt 6-5 Sky Bet
riton wi riker r r ir promotion n -
Fleetwood B 0B B 40 66 3 3B 40 3B B 66 30 arito ook to deadly striker Lyle Taylor (left) to spearhead their promotion challenge Shrewsbury to finish
above Burton
Shrewsbury 66 66 66 66 66 66 66 80 66 66 66 70 , . Ipt Evs Sky Bet
Oxford 66 8 66 8 66 66 8 8 8 66 8 70
Walsall 80 80 100 100 125 80 66 125 66 100 100 80
0 er S lc s STANDINGS
Rochdale 125 100 125 100 150 100 100 150 100 125 100 120
HOME  SKY BETLEAGUEONE  AWAY
PTWD L F A WD L F APG
TOP-SIX FINISH o [ ] o 726 3 2 1910 Portsmouth..8 3 017 8 48
22 920 34141344
Bet365 BetBright Betfair Betfred Betway Boyles Coral  Hills Ladbrokes Power Sky Bet 188Bet 20640 3118943
2443 3126 1340
Portsmouth 1-50 150 1-50 150 1-50 1-50 150 1-50 1-50 1-100 22722 2 418 16 40
22.6.32 24201538
Luton 1-33 133 133 133 133 133 133 133 133 141 2 Z ; (ZJ l gzg }gg‘s‘
Sunderland 1-40 140 125 140 120 125 133 125 1-16 1-100 22 632 5 4151932
2542 2 613 1130
Barnsley 1-5 1-5 15 1-5 1-5 1-5 1-5 1-5 15 1-6 22 4 3 4 1317 Walsall.... 3 410 1630
22 515 18 12 Southend 16101629
Charlton 47 815 815 12 815 815 12 815 12 12 2 43 4 1010 Coventry..4 2 513 17 29
Peterborough 45 45 45 45 1011 45 45 45 Evs 45 3812 1410 b 3 612 00
Doncaster 65 B Evs 811 811 B 811 Es 813 70 N aimgham - 22 e R
22 605 2014 Oxford .......0 7 4 9 1925
Blackpool 92 92 92 92 4 4 4 9-2 4 4 . . .
hp d 0 achievement in itself given the ~ Darren Pratley has been the B e A
Southen o8 8 1 9 8 1 8 9 2 Stave Davies  underinvestment of their outstanding leader Athletic 227335 1621 Plymouth.....2 2 710 2020
Wycombe 2 27 127 12 12 12 " 12 1 u . o unpopular owner Roland fans hoped he would be and 22227 9 158ristolR.....2 369 1217
Accrington 0 10 10 12 9 0 12 10 9 10 is predicting a Duchatelet and the off-field Arsenal loanee Krystian Bielik 22227 118 AFCW'bledon2 1.8 4 1515
q . . . o . LAST EIGHT
Coventry 7 13 13 1 9 2 10 13 7 11 happy ending worries that continue to dog is blossoming in front of Patrick :VOE"EL o STEIG 5 LA;N AZ o
Fleetwood 1B 13 12 1w 12 1 13 14 1 at the Valley th;ﬁ;z'was + real sense of Ezgfr and Jason Pearceatthe 3 200 2t -2t 0T 22
. 8 300 7 1 Charlton.. 027 518
Burton 14 16 16 12 9 12 12 16 8 14 . .. .
<ford 3 2 3 7 2 2 ) 2 n after years of despair going into the season — Throw in the potency up § 400 B 2 Wycombe 2oy
Oxfor 5 5 5 0 5 0 5 0 discontent striker Josh Magennis had been  front of Lyle Taylor and Karlan g 211 74 Portsmou 20531
Walsall 8 » 5 B N0 B 2 B 12 B sold, bottled water was banned ~ Grant — they have 21 goals 83071 7 2 Doncostar.—1126 513
Shrewsbury 33 033 33 20 20 33 20 3 18 3 in yet another desperate between them — and this small HES RIS S i i I SRR
Rochdale 40 40 40 33 33 33 25 40 28 40 HE cream has very cost-cutting gesture and but talented group looks as 821187 Pymouth....2 027 913
definitely risen to Bowyer could name only five good as anything and better 8 220 42 035 811
BEST PRE-SEASON PRICES the top early in Sky subs at Sunderland in their than most in this section. g § ? é 3 g (1) i 15 ; ]3
3 Sunderland, 17-2 Barnsley, 12 Charlton, 14 Portsmouth, 16 Peterborough, Bet League One opener as injuries bit. They have already been to §301 92 94189
17 Luton, 20 Scunthorpe, 22 Coventry, 25 Plymouth, Oxford, Bristol Rovers, with the top six in They almost defied the odds the division’s three fortresses — 8202 8% 522128
28 Bradford, Southend, Burton, 33 Fleetwood, Doncaster, Shrewsbury, the pre-season betting filling at the Stadium of Light, where Sunderland, Luton and g ; 1 ; g 120 Rochd: 1 3 g 161 g
40 Rochdale, Blackpool, 50 AFC Wimbledon, 100 Walsall, Wycombe, the first seven places as we Bowyer’s depleted resources Portsmouth—and areonarun s 103 4 8 eristo 035656
Gillingham, 150 Accrington. h : : : . : : 8 012 2 5 Accrington.. 133 95
ead towards Christmas. excelled in a 2-1 loss but of six wins in their last seven, B 1137 12 Arcumi 011 7a
Punters looking for a perhaps unsurprisingly they the most telling of which wasa 8 013 5 11 scunthorpe...1 03 2 7 4
FATE OF THE CHRISTMAS LEADERS yuletide plunge into the icy had just one win to show from 2-1 triumph at Fratton Park. o ‘:'VO’[\)”EL - 2018 _— LA;NAX -
. . er . . . . . . ]
e et Gl i et il waters of the third-tier title their first five games. The other contenders have 447146 3 34 19 Accrington....10 4 7 26 24 82
201718 Wigan 49 4pts Ist 2pts race probably need look no Since then, however, they all improved on last season and 1 E 33 e Mo 2 54 287
201617 Scunthorpe s Hiiia il s further than the current top have got stronger and stronger.  look like taking points off each 441246 3220 Charlton.._...10.4 8 31 26 74
ZIESIE EIRT 31 Spts 2nd 2EC seven. Keeper Jed Steer and star man other, but they look better than 43 5 & ¢ 3 34 Egtr;sr'::rﬁ.gﬂ 57 6342868
ZOLE Lo pbristollCity Ead I it EpL Indeed, if the last two Tariqe Fosu led back the most of the division and it’s PR e v R
2013-14  Leyton Orient 41 ot 3rd ELES seasons are anything to go by injured masses, new signing hard to know who will blink 43876 2822 Doncaster..7 9 633 2961
- i f ) 43113 7 3821 Southend......7 4 1118 29 61
2012-13  Tranmere 14-1 GD 11th 17pts then the current top three will Josh Maia i first. 44107 6 3124 Shrewsbury...6 6 9 23 29 61
2011-12  Charlton 5-4 5pts 1st 8pts still be the top three (though oS ajais That could be Barnsley, who 43 12 4 6 39 30 Plymouth 5 51120 3660
2010-11  Brighton 52 3pts Tst 3pts not necessarily in the same hot property have gone four games without 3% g 1% ; gg gg ;:I:::I:;“ ; g 163 g; gz 23
200510 Leeds o o nd o order) in May, and bookmakers awin, but theyareinatough %3 § § 5 % 5 Giimgham 8 3 8 20 3353
2008-09  Leicester 6-5 4pts Ist Tpts certainly aren’t looking past run of fixtures. Luton have 44 5 9 9 2333 Rochdale.......8 5 8313253
2007-08  Nottingham Forest 341 GD 2nd 10pts Portsmouth, Sunderland and Simp]y carried on from last ﬁ;‘ 191 g 2 §§ gi ‘f',v,ff';f.! 3 ; H %g g? Zé
2006-07  Nottingham Forest 10-11 4pts 4th 9pts Luton. It’s 11-1 bar that trio in season’s promotion while 43 5 8 9 29 41 Scunthorpe....6 8 729 3449
2005-06  Swansea 40-1 2pts 6th 11pts places. Portsmouth and Peterborough g g i g %g gg g::rstt:rLR" g 2 1(2);2 i? 2;
00Ot ton 12,8 R Lot 12ptS One side who do look an were threats last year and have 13 ¢ 3 1; 51 26 Bradford. 3 5 1418 4336
2003-04  Plymouth 15-8 2pts 1st Tpts eye—catching price are trained on.
20020 BRWigan >4 fpts Ist 14pts fifth-placed Charlton The enigma is PROFIT & LOSS
2001-02  Brentford 7-1 1pt 3rd Tpts : ,
: G at 25-1 with Sky Bet. Sunderland, Wh? don’t lose Charlton........ +10.84 = Accrington
Each-way terms are now matches but don’t always Portsmouth.....+8.26 | Burton...
. . 3 Peterborough .. +7.27 Southend
](;ne_]_t.hlrg the fll:St FZIVO! tgzgzglgfniﬁgzr};iﬁegower Sunderland ...... +6.31 Barnsley ...
ut Lee OWYyer's siae Gillingham +3.66 Scunthorpe
RACING POST have the scope to get into Wil’ldOW, though they also have Doncaster.. +3.54 Plymouth...

the automatic promotion
berths, a position they trail
by just four points.

The Addicks made the
playoffs under Lee Bowyer
last season which was an

a top scorer in Josh Maja who is
on the radar of many
Championship clubs.

Recommendation

Charlton
Ipt each-way 25-1 Sky Bet

+3.32
+2.70
+2.52

Bradford
Rochdale....

+2.11
Blackpool.. +1.70
Luton .. +1.57

Figure shown is profit (+) or loss (-) to £1 level
stakes on all league matches this season based on
best price in Racing Post on day of match
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BETBRIGHT

IN-PLAY SPECIAL

5% BACK

ON ALL NET DAILY LOSSES AS A FREE BET

Download BetBright today.

L4 Download it from )} Download it from
. APP STORE ; GOOGLE PLAY

BetBright reserves the right to terminate promotions at any time. 18+ Only. Begambleaware.org. Mobile App and Mobile Website Only. Customers must Opt in to the promotion to avail of it. Max Free Bet £100. Min Free Bet £10.
Free Bet credited by 11am the following day. Min Odds 1/5 (1.20). Min 3 In-Play Bets per day to qualify. Free Bet expires at midnight on day of crediting. Visit BetBright.com for full T&Cs.
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SKY BET LEAGUE ONE
DAVIES’S TEAM OF THE SEASON SO FAR

Relegation

Dramatic changes of fortune are
nothing new in Sky Bet League
One, so don’t go dismissing the
chance of a spectacular rise or fall
in the second half of the
campaign.

Plymouth’s astonishing surge
from bottom four to top six in the
space of a few months last season
was truly memorable, while Notts
. County fans will do well to forget
A the 2014-15 season when they
= were in the playoffs at this stage
of the campaign. They finished
up being relegated.

Fast-starting Acerington
Stanley are enduring a minor
freefall and it looks worth backing
it to continue.

Two months ago they were
fourth in the table following a 1-0
win at Peterborough and revelling
in life up a level after conquering
League Two in May.

Since then the wheels have
come off. Two points out of a
possible 21 since then have sent
Stanley plummeting from fourth
to 14th. Where they were 15
points clear of danger after that
win at Posh, John Coleman’s men
now have just an eight-point
cushion.

Stanley have yet to visit five of

CLARKE

@ﬂ#ﬁ PEARCE

-
SUNDERLAND A-F-C

BALDWIN

RUDDOCK O’BRIEN

SUNDERLAND AF-C

McGEADY

LEAGUE ONE TITLE
ADVICE PAGE 12

Eoanoogas: ol

—TTERERy

THE SEASON s0-sccomes
OF GIVING =W

WONDERFUL DAILY
OFFERS THROUGHOUT
THE SPORTSMAS PERIOD

BETTING, BETTER

)

14
| STOPS @ BeGambleAwareor

T&Cs Apply. 18+ only. Begambleaware.org

WHEN THE &

the current top seven — indeed
they have still got to play
Sunderland twice — and a long,
hard spring is on the cards for one
of the section’s smaller squads.

Recommendation

Accrington to be relegated
2pts 25-1Bet365, BetBright

Top-half finish
Plymouth did it last term
—now back Bradford to
repeat the feat.

One of the mysteries of
this year’s League One
campaign is how the
Bantams, who were
a massive 7-1 for the
drop in August, have
got into such a mess.

But now they have
had the shock of falling
into the bottom four
there are genuine signs
of something more
positive unfolding in
part two of the

campaign. }

Former chairman ”
Edin Rahic, blamed for h
many of their woes, has ==

been ousted from the

Valley Parade boardroom

and sole owner Stefan Rupp
has promised funds to enhance

RELEGATION

Bet365 BetBright Betfair
Bradford -3 13 13 411 3-10
Wimbledon 4-9 47 47 49 47
Plymouth 49 12 12 12 47

Bristol Rovers  10-11 56 56 56

Scunthorpe 10-11 10-11 10-11 5-6
Gillingham 14 94 135 52 94
Rochdale 4 4 4 712 4
Oxford 6 6 6 6 112
Shrewsbury 8 70152 7 7
Walsall 9 6 152 7 7
Burton 12 12 12 12 14
Wycombe 20 20 16 20 14
Fleetwood 20 20 20 20 10
Accrington 25 25 20 20 16
Southend 25 25 20 25 16
Coventry 33 33 25 2 2
Blackpool 5 40 33 50 50

Bet365 BetBright Betfair
Portsmouth 4-7 4-7 4-7
Sunderland 4-6 4-6 45
Luton 10-11 10-11 5-6
Barnsley 12 12 12
Charlton 10 10 10
Doncaster 16 16 14
Peterborough 16 16 17

Goals so far Bet365 BetBright Betfair  Betfred
Maja 12 5 5 5 5
Moore 11 132 132 132 6
Marquis 12 17 132 132 1
Henderson 12 15-2 6 6 7
Eaves 14 7 7 7 8
Godden 10 14 14 13 14
Ladapo 11 14 14 - 8
Lee 10 14 14 14 16
Grant 11 16 16 17 14
Taylor 10 14 14 14 20
Evans 8 33 25 33 33
Collins 8 33 33 33 40

Each-way /4 1,2,3,4

Betfred Betway Boyles Coral
-3 13 25 13 13 49 13

the team in the January window.
So there’s a rosy outlook off the
pitch and things have also picked
up on it. The brief Michael Collins
reign was a disaster and his
successor David Hopkin’s future
looked perilous after he too

got off to a sticky start.
But things have
picked up appreciably
with just one defeat in

Bradford’s Nat
Knight-Percival

Hills  Ladbrokes Power Sky Bet 188Bet

49 49 49 49 47
49 49 12 49 12

813 49
813 49

10111011 56 45 56 56 56 56
10-11 10-11 10-11 10-11 10-11 10-11 10-11 13-15

52 125 2 125 135 2 4517
4 4 6 4 4 92 4
5 5 6 5 6 112 6
7 7 8 7152 132 152
152 7 7 7 152 6 9

7 12 14 12 12 16 12
20 18 20 18 16 14 20
20 16 20 16 20 11 20
20 20 14 20 20 12 16
20 20 16 20 20 16 25
25 18 25 18 25 18 25
5 33 66 33 33 33 50

TOP-TWO FINISH

Betfred Boyles Power Sky Bet
47 47 47 41
4-6 4-6 45 10-11
5-6 10-11 5-6 5-6
12 12 12 12
10 9 10 9
14 14 14 12
16 16 17 18

TOP SCORER

Betway  Boyles  Hills  Power  SkyBet 188Bet
5 5 11-2 5 6 5
132 132 5 1322 132 132

132 132 132 132

7 7 1 6 7 1
7 7 7 7 7 6
14 14 14 13 14 12
14 14 14 - 10 14

Others on request

Bantams could bounce
back from tough start

five games, and that was at
highflying Luton.

Hopkin needs to hang on to his
loan stars including seven-goal
top scorer Jack Payne, but the
feelgood factor is definitely
returning to a ground which used
to be a real fortress.

Recommendation

Bradford top-half finish
2pts 18-1 Sky Bet

Top scorer

Seven years after Ched Evans lit
up League One with a 29-goal
campaign with Sheffield United
he is heading for double figures
again.

Revived under Joey Barton at
Fleetwood, Evans has bagged
eight in 17 games and looks
worthy of each-way consideration.

This market will almost
certainly have a different feel
about it by the end of January
with Tom Eaves and Josh Maja
coveted by clubs higher up the
food chain. If some of the fast-
starters leave the division it would
bring someone of the calibre of
Evans right into the mix.

Recommendation
C Evans
Ipt each-way 33-1general

STEVE DAVIES

POST

WEEKEND
ACTION

EXPERT VIEWS,
TIPS & ANALYSIS

PADDYPOWER
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Kevin Pullein

[mportant to look at the
wider picture for answers

AST season in this

space I said

Manchester City

would finish with 100

points. They did.
Okay I got lucky. I did not think
City were certain to accumulate
100 points. I thought 100 was
their most likely total but that
several other totals were almost
as likely and many more were
possible.

Last year I also made
predictions about Burnley and
Swansea. At the halfway stage
Burnley were seventh in the
Premier League with 32 points
while Swansea were 20th and
bottom with 13 points. Burnley
had beaten Swansea by 19
points.

Over the second half of the
season, I said, Burnley were
unlikely to beat Swansea by
more than six points. In the
event they beat them by just
two points.

Over the second half of the
season Burnley gained 22

points and Swansea 20.

I made those predictions
about City, Burnley and
Swansea not by looking at what
they had done in the first half
of the season, as such, but by
looking at the relationship
between the first and second 19
games in other seasons for
other teams.

What matters when you are
trying to anticipate the future is
not what a team have done so
far but what such things tend to
signify about what will happen
next. Today I will quickly sift
through the auguries for
something other than points
and make some general
observations.

Goals records have what

investor and author Michael
Mauboussin calls low
persistence. What happens in
one period tells you little about
what will happen in the next.
That might sound discouraging
but it should not. What is
important is not whether the
past record of a thing reveals a
lot or a little about what will
happen in the future, but that
you know whether it does.

Many football bettors seem to
believe there is a strong
connection between past and
future goals make-ups.

Bookmakers know there is
not, but they have to allow for
the views of their customers —
at least some times and to some
extent.

‘In goals markets you will now and
again be able to find opportunities to
make money by betting against a
repeat of a team’s recent past’

In goals markets you will
now and again be able to find
opportunities to make money
by betting against a repeat of a
team’s recent past.

Ilooked at what happened in
the first and last 19 games of
every Premier League team in
each of the last 23 seasons, all
those in which teams played 38
games.

However many goals there
were in a team’s games in the
first half of a season made little
difference to how many there
were in the second half of a
season.

Consider just two sets of
teams — those whose games in
the first half of a season
averaged 1.5 goals and those
whose games in the first half of
a season averaged 3.5 goals.

Over the second half of the
season games involving the
first set of teams averaged 2.4
goals and games involving the
second set of teams averaged
2.8 goals.

BETDAQ

Wise words
from the
Soccer Boffin

o, &
4
L Excuanc®

&
NEW CUSTOMERS

BET 10,

BET £/$/€10 AS YOUR FIRST BET ON THE
EXCHANGE AT ODDS OF 2.0 OR GREATER
AND GET A £/$/€10 FREE BET

PROMO CODE: [:{»Ye}[e]"

#CHANGINGFORTHEBETTOR

*NOT AVAILABLE TO APl CUSTOMERS. DOES NOT APPLY TO MULTIPLES BETS. T&CS APPLY.
“CERTAIN COUNTRIES ONLY, API/RDT CUSTOMERS EXCLUDED. MIN £10 EXCHANGE BET AT ODDS 2.0 OR GREATER WITHIN
14 DAYS OF ACC REG. FREE BET VALID ON EXCHANGE FOR 7 DAYS, STAKE NOT RETURNED. NO CASHOUT. T&CS APPLY.
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SKY BET LEAGUE TWO

SKY BET LEAGUE TWO

Bet365 BetBright Betfair Betfred Betway Boyles

MK Dons
Lincoln
Mansfield
Bury
Colchester
Forest Green
Newport
Exeter
Tranmere
Oldham
Carlisle
Stevenage
Swindon
Crawley
Northampton

13-8
13-8
7
9
20
50
50
50
40
100
200
150
200
350
250

11-8 13-10 11-8 6-4
85 138 13-8 64

6-4
7
9

20

50

66

66

50

100

250

200

200

500

250

132
9
20
50
66
66
50
100
250
200
250
500
250

Each-way /5 1,2,3 (Hills /3 1,2)

PROMOTION

Bet365 BetBright Betfair Betfred Betway Boyles

Lincoln

MK Dons
Bury
Mansfield
Colchester
Forest Green
Exeter
Newport C
Tranmere
Oldham
Northampton
Carlisle
Stevenage
Swindon
Port Vale
Yeovil

Crewe
Cambridge
Crawley
Notts County

RELEGATION

Macclesfield
Notts County
Morecambe
Cheltenham
Grimshy
Cambridge
Yeovil

Crewe
Crawley

Port Vale
Swindon
Northampton
Oldham
Carlisle
Stevenage

TOP SCORER

Bet365  BetBright

Goals so far
Norwood 15
Stockley 11
Agard 9
Aneke 8
Akinde 7
Maynard 8
Pope 8
Walker 8
Van Veen 7
Surridge 7
Amond 7
Reid 6
Palmer 9
Fisher 6

15
15
45
45

150

1-6

1-6
813
811
158

4
11-2

150

1-6
1-7
813
811
21-10
9-2
11-2
132
13-2
6
20
16
17
20
50
80
80
100
80
150

7
9
20
50
66
50
40
80
200
200
80
500
200

1-6
1-6
47
4-6
9-4

100
80
150

8
8
20
50
50
50
33
100
200
200
200

250

2-11
1-6
8-11
811
9-4

~ N o v~

=

20
16
20
50
66
40
66
66
150

11-8

7

8
16
50
66
40
40
100
200
200
150
350
250

1-6
1-6
8-11
4-5
2

N o v~

18
16
16
20
40
50
50
66
40
150

Bet365 BetBright Betfair Betfred Betway Boyles

2-5
2
23-10
9-2

100

6-4
6
10
16
14
20
20
20
28
25
33
40
50
40

2-5
2
7-4

© e o &~

100

6-4
6
10
16
12
20
20
20
25
25
33
40
33
40

815
9-4
13-8

100

6-4
6
10
16
"

20
20
25
25
33
40
33
33

12
94
74
72

100

Betfair

411
2
2

9-2
9-2
8
12
12
16
20
66
66
66
50
100

Betfred

11-8
11-2
8
16
12
20
20
20
33
33
25
40
33
50

Each-way 1/4 1,2,3,4 (Betfred, Hills /4 1,2,3)

BEST PRE-SEASON PRICES

13-2 Notts County, MK Dons, 9 Lincoln, 10 Mansfield, 12 Northampton,

2-5

R L SRS

100

Betway

6-4

Coral
6-4
6-4
7
8
20
50
50
50
40
100
250
200
100
500
150

Coral
1-6
1-6

811
45
7-4

o N

=)

14
16
20
40
50
80
80
40
125

Coral
2-5
2
7-4

40

Boyles
6-4
6
10
16
16
20
20
20
25
25
33
40
33
40

Hills  Ladbrokes Power Sky Bet 188Bet
13-10 11-8 13-10

11-8
13-8
7
7
14
50
66
50
40

6-4
6-4
7
8
20
50
50
50
40

100
250
200
100
500
150

8-5
132
9
20
50
66
66
50
100
250
200
250
500
250

13-8
6
7
3
50
66
66
80
100
500
750
1000
1000
1500

Others on request

11-8
7
9

2
50
60
40
50

100

200

200

250

500

250

o

Hills Ladbrokes Power Sky Bet 188Bet

1-6
1-1
4-7
4-6
9-4
4
11-2

-6 1-6
-6 17
811 8-13
45 81
74 21-10
4 92
5 112
5 132
7 132
6 6
16 20
14 16
16 17
20 20
40 50
50 80
80 80
80 100
40 80
125 150

1-5
1-6
4-7
8-13
11-4
72

100
150

2-17
2-17
8-11
8-13
9-4
4
9-2
6
7
6
16
16
16
20
50
60
60
80
60
150

Hills - Ladbrokes Power Sky Bet 188Bet

12
2
7-4
7-2
112
8
10
12
8
20
66
66

66

Hills
5-4
6
10
14
16
16
20
20
25

33
40
25
40

2-5
2
7-4
4
4
7
10
9
12
20
66

40

8-15
9.4
13-8
4
6
8
1722
10
7
20
50
50
80
66
100

Power
6-4
6
10
16
"

20
20
25
25
33
40
33
35

47
9-4
13-8
4
6
8
9
10
7
py)
66
50

80
80

Sky Bet

6-4
11-2
8
16
14
20
20
20
33
25
40
33
50
33

Others on request

2-5
2
74
4
1-2
7
12
12
12
20
60
60

60
100

188Bet
17-10

14 Swindon, 16 Bury, 22 Colchester, Oldham, 25 Exeter, Cambridge, Tranmere,
28 Carlisle, 33 Port Vale, 40 Grimsby, Stevenage, Crewe, Cheltenham,
50 Forest Green, Newport, Crawley, 100 Yeovil, Macclesfield, Morecambe.

Stags set to play
their part in the
picture

promotion

Aaron Ashley
expects his N
ante-post pick
MK Dons to
pip Lincoln to
the title

CCRINGTON came

from 11 points off

the pace at

Christmas to

complete one of
the greatest achievements in
League Two history last season,
but the strength of the current
top two makes another
dramatic turnaround in the
basement unlikely.

Just one point separates
pacesetters Lincoln and MK
Dons, who are five clear of
Colchester in third, and the gulf
between that devastating duo
and the chasing pack looks too
big to bridge.

Dons, advised each-way at
13-2 pre-season in The Big
Kick-Off, are slightly favoured
by most bookmakers having
dropped just five points in their
last 11 league encounters.

Dominant displays at
Stadium MK, where they have
racked up six straight
successes, polished off with five
clean sheets, have played a
pivotal part in their promotion
push and derailing the
determined Dons is going to
take some doing.

Shot-stopper Lee Nicholls,
who has shipped just 13 goals
this season, is a key ingredient
in the Football League’s
meanest defensive unit. The
acquisition of Jordan Moore-
Taylor, who followed manager
Paul Tisdale from Exeter in
pursuit of a new challenge, has
proved shrewd business, while
Jordan Houghton is doing an
excellent job as the defensive
protector.

Chuks Aneke’s return from
injury in September was what
ultimately triggered a change
in the Dons’ fortunes and he
has chipped in with ten goals
from just 16 appearances. A
fully-fit Aneke could operate at
a much higher level and his
individual brilliance, supplied
by the calming presence of Alex

Gilbey in midfield, gives them
the upper hand.

The Imps deserve the utmost
respect. They overhauled the
Dons 2-1 at Sincil Bank, but
their title tilt has been down to
some clinical finishing and
their expected goals rating is
much inferior to the one
recorded by Tisdale’s troops.

A recent lapse in
concentration on their travels
should be another concern for
Lincoln backers. Their latest
five away efforts have included
1-0 defeats at Tranmere and
Colchester and a 1-1 draw at
Oldham, where they had an
extra man for the entire second
half.

HOSE looking for a

fresh investment

should stay clear of

the outright market

and instead back
Mansfield to secure an
automatic promotion place.

The stubborn Stags are the

division’s draw specialists
having shared the spoils on 11
occasions, but if they can start
to pick up three points instead
of one more often they are
surely going to figure in the
promotion race.

Mansﬁeld have lost only one o their 20 Ieaue gam

FATE OF THE CHRISTMAS LEADERS

Season Leaders Best price
2017-18  Luton 2-5
2016-17  Plymouth 10-3
2015-16  Northampton 5-1
2014-15  Wycombe 6-1
2013-14  Oxford 9-2
2012-13  Gillingham 6-5
201112 Crawley 1-2
2010-11  Chesterfield 10-3
2009-10  Rochdale 241
2008-09  Wycombe 13-8

Clear by Fin. Position Won/Lost by
2pts 2nd Spts
2pts 2nd GD
2pts 1st 13pts
2pts 4th 10pts

pt 8th 22pts
5pts 1st 4pts
4pts 3rd 9pts
2pts 1st Spts
Tpts 3rd 11pts
9pts 3rd Tpts

David Flitcroft’s men have
lost only one of their 20 league
games and picking up points at
Bury, Lincoln and Tranmere,
who boast the third, fourth and
fifth-best home form in the
division, highlights their
quality.

Mansfield have also held MK
Dons to a 1-1 draw at home,
where they won the shot stats
21-14, and they enjoyed 61 per
cent possession when splitting
the points with third-placed
Colchester, who required an
injury-time equaliser, at their
Nottinghamshire base.

Only Dons boast better
defensive stats than the Stags,
who have kept clean sheets in
half of their league games,
while they have some of the
best striking options on offer
with Tyler Walker, Craig
Davies, Danny Rose and Otis
Khan competing for places.

Bury, well represented on the
shots data and on expected
goals, look Mansfield’s chief
rivals for third spot but they
have played two extra games
and have just one more point to
show for it.

The Shakers also have a
negative goal difference on the
road after defeats at Crawley
(3-2), Port Vale (1-0) and
Oldham (4-2) and draws at
Crewe (1-1) and Cambridge
(2-2), which is a worrying
picture.

Flitcroft’s side, however, look
like they have another gear to
find and three wins from their
last four games suggests they
may finally have found the
winning formula.

Recommendation

Mansfield top-three finish
2pts 6-4 bet365

ADVISED ANTE-POST
By Aaron Ashley

MK Dons to win title
2pts each-way 13-2 Sky Bet

Swindon to win title
Ipt each-way 14-1 Sky Bet

Cheltenham to be relegated
2pts 9-1general

Forest Green to be relegated
Ipt 8-1bet365

Lincoln top-seven finish
4pts Evs Sky Bet

Crawley top-half finish
2pts 5-2 Hills

Crawley +26 on handicap
Ipt each-way 18-1188Bet

Tranmere +18 on handicap
Ipt each-way 18-1 general

T Pope top goalscorer
Ipt each-way 20-1 general

J Norwood top goalscorer
Ipt each-way 40-1 Sky Bet

Northampton to
finish above Bury
2pts 4-5 Sky Bet

Carlisle to finish above
Cambridge United
2pts 10-11 Sky Bet

Crawley to finish
above Cheltenham
3pts 11-10 Sky Bet

STANDINGS
HOME ~ SKY BETLEAGUETWO  AWAY
PPWDL F A LF APts
21 7 3 1 21 11 Lincoln 217 7 44
21 8 3 0 17 4 MKDons. 44215 9 43
22 8 1 2 23 7 Colchester....3 4 4 11 1638
22 7 31 26 8 Bury 3516 1736
20 6 3 1 16 5 Mansfield.....2 8 013 9 35
21 7 2 1 2016 NewportCo...3 3 512 1835
22.6.2.3.19.12 Exeter 3531
227 1 24519
21 2 2 9 8 ForestGreen..6 3 221 1333
225 4 20 16 Oldham........... 6212 7 32
22 6 3 14 10 Stevenage .. 35131732
22 41 6 1314 Carlisle.... 2 416 1330
22 4 3 14 17 Swindon .. 2 512 1430
22 3 2 13 12 Northampton.3 3 5 14 17 27
22 4 4 15 16 Port Vale. 3359 127
21 6 3 2115 Crawley .. 086 1826
22 6 2 3 18 9 Crewe. 2831825
22 5 2 4 14 14 Grimsby.. 2781625
20 16 3 9 14 Yeovil...... 15151022
22 3 2 6 1116 Morecambe...3 2 6 11 2122
21 2 3 5 9 15 Cheltenham 35131821
22 3 3 5 10 14 Cambridge 279 212
22 3 4 4 1420 Notts Co. 37112519
22 3 3 5 10 18 Macclesfield...1 1 9 8 2016
HOME LAST EIGHT AWAY
I A W F_APts
MK Dons........ 1 419

Mansfield ....... 2
Northampton.
Bury ...

~ o ©||

=}
OO NONONE RN UNANNOROWNOZE NN, OONO N2 NOO 2~ WoN—O O | WAEWWNONNNWO S NN W

m

PLWD L DL
8 500 1 117
8 310 2 207 3
8 220 4 1195
8 310 2 128 8
8 230 9 6 Lincoln L1112 213
8 1 2 4 4 ForestGreen.3 0 1 7 513
8 310 41 031 713
8 210 8 4 226 612
8 202 59 024 412
8 202 85 217 51
8 220 42 033 60
8 211 66 126 81
8 2 165 125 81
8 1 155 215 310
8 310 92 047 1410
8 300 83 144 910
8 121 55 12369
8 302 77 0030 69
8 202 4 9 Macclesfield..1 031 4 9
8 2 0 6 2 NewportCo..0 1 46 128
8 1 2 5 8 Notts Co.. 0213 57
8 212 8 7 Crawley.. 0031 87
8 1 2 45 0222 66
8 0 2 26 L1122 36
H

W

PI L L

42127 2 6 3

42133 4 3

44126 4 8 2

42 108 3 2

43 8 6 7 2521 Carlisle 673

42 127 3 37 30 Newport Co....5 5 1018 33 63
44 9 7 6 3122 ForestGreen..7 6 929 3161
43 11 4 7 32 20 Colchester.....5 8 8 20 28 60
44 9 5 29 29 Swindon . 7 51128 3460
42 105 6 26 18 MK Dons.. 6 6 9222959
43 10 6 6 33 22 Stevenage.....5 6 1022 3257
a9 5 22 22 Macclesfield...7 3 1129 37 57
44 10 6 6 36 22 Bury .4 71128 3755
43 114 6 3320 Crewe 5 31423 4155
42 10 4 7 40 31 Crawley .. 6 31222 3855
43 8 6 7 29 28 Oldham 126222354
43 6 9 7 2428 Northampton.6 6 9 26 33 51
43 9 7 6 3229 NottsCo......... 61221 3849
43 8 6 7 3026 Cambridge. 61220 3848
41 4 710 20 28 Yeovil...... 6 828 2643
43 6 8 7 2527 PortVale. 81119 3443
43 4 9 8 19 25 Morecam 71020 3243
43 7 8 22 25 Grimshy 31516 3942
42 4 610 21 31 Cheltenham...6 5 1136 41 41
PROFIT & LOSS

Swindon....

Notts Co |

Figure shown is profit (+) or loss () to £1 level
stakes on all league matches this season based on
best price in Racing Post on day of match

Forest Green......-0.
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Prolific Agard could pick up
the pieces if Norwood departs

Relegation

Macclesfield’s slim survival hopes
have been given a much-needed
lift with three wins in their last
four games and their recent
resurgence has made the
relegation market more
appealing.

The National League
champions were 1-6 to be heading
back to non-league ranks at the
first time of asking three weeks
ago with just seven points to show
from their opening 18 games.

However recent performances
have improved and the
appointment of Sol Campbell as
manager has had an immediate
impact.

The Cheshire club have moved
to within four points of safety and,
in a weak division where at least
eight sides can be considered in
danger, they may prove better
than their relegation quotes of
4-7 imply.

Cheltenham, advised at 9-1 for
the drop before a ball was kicked,
are half that price now but they
have stepped up markedly since
reverting to a 3-5-2 formation,
allowing them to get the best from
experienced strikers Luke Varney
and Tyrone Barnett.

Morecambe manager Jim

MK Dons striker Kieran Agard is in a rich vein of goalscoring form

Bentley has become a specialist
at securing survival on limited
resources, while Notts County,
ante-post title favourites, have
some serious squad depth and
could spark into life under new
manager Neal Ardley following
last Saturday’s 3-2 win over
Tranmere.

Yeovil, however, are almost
four times the price they were for
relegation in pre-season yet they
are just three points above the
drop zone.

The Glovers went off with a
bang, claiming 14 points from
their opening seven games, but
their form has tailed off and they

have collected only eight points
from their last 13 matches.

A nervy goalless draw at
Cambridge last weekend stopped
a rot of four straight defeats,
which saw them beaten at fellow
strugglers Morecambe and
Macclesfield and thumped 3-0 at
home to Port Vale.

Darren Way’s men host
Northampton and face trips to
top-eight duo Exeter and
Tranmere before the turn of the
year and that could soon see the
pressure intensified.

Recommendation
Yeovil 1pt 12-1 bet365

Top goalscorer

With James Norwood’s contract
set to expire in the summer,
Tranmere may be tempted to cash
in on their most-prized asset in
January and that could leave the
top goalscorer market wide-open.

Big Kick-Off followers who took
40-1 about Norwood topping the
scoring charts will be hoping he
stays put at Prenton Park but that
is not guaranteed and taking
advantage of the four places on
offer could be a shrewd move.

MK Dons have two strong
candidates in Chuks Aneke and
Kieran Agard, but it may be the
former Bristol City man who
poses the biggest threat.

The 29-year-old has found his
range in League Two and has
benefited from Aneke’s return to
the squad, netting in six of his last
seven games.

Agard’s nine-goal haul, which
has been recorded from just 19
shots on target, is six off pace-
setting Norwood and the
creativity in Dons’ ranks should
help him to make the frame.

Recommendation
K Agard
Ipt e-w 10-1 bet365, Betfair, P Power
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SCOTLAND LADBROKES PREMIERSHIP

Extra financial clout
should see Hoops home

Mark Walker

Our Scottish

expert surveys
the scene in
the Scottish
top flight

SCOTTISH football’s top flight
has not served up a title race as
genuinely exciting as this year’s
Ladbrokes Premiership battle for
decades.

Instead of the usual one-horse
procession north of the border, it
has been an exciting season with
Celtic, Rangers, Hearts and
Kilmarnock all having topped the
table.

In addition, four-in-a-row
runners-up Aberdeen are up there
too despite an underwhelming
season, St Johnstone have
overachieved as usual and
Livingston, who have been
promoted two seasons in a row,
have been fantastic, particularly
at home.

But of course, you wouldn’t
know what an unpredictable
season it has been by looking at
the prices because they still have
Celtic as massive odds-on
favourites, Rangers as outsiders
and silly prices for the rest.

Those prices will take account
of the likelihood of Celtic making
big moves in the transfer window
and that’s understandable.

Brendan Rodgers has faced his
first real challenge as Hoops boss
and he has not been helped by a
dismal transfer window in
August, while Leigh Griffiths’
problems came at the wrong time
too.

Rangers boss Steven Gerrard
desperately needs to get some
assistance for Alfredo Morelos in
his side’s striking department.

An unexpectedly decent
European run has given him
plenty of credit in the bank, but

he really needs to get some wins
over Celtic to placate Ibrox
punters who are increasingly
panicking as Celtic close in on ten
titles in a row.

Celtic have huge financial
reserves in Scottish terms and the
signs are that Rodgers will be
heavily backed. That could just
tip the balance in the Parkhead
side’s direction because it’s hard
to see Rangers splashing out to
the same extent.

Hibs and Hearts could be

BENKOVIC BROADFOOT |

heading in opposite directions
and Aberdeen should challenge
towards the top if they recapture
their trademark consistency
against the lower teams which
has served them well recently.

Killie have been the great
success story of this season and
while it would be wonderful to
think of Steve Clarke’s side
emulating Leicester’s amazing
Premier League win, football
fairytales tend not to travel north
of Hadrian’s Wall.

Volatile Morelos ready to erupt

Top goalscorer

Alfredo Morelos looks a solid

value bet to be top scorer in the

Ladbrokes Premiership this

season —if he can keep his volatile

temperament under control.
The Colombian looks set to

" head into Scotland’s winter break

as top marksman and Rangers are
extremely reliant on him.

Unfortunately for them,
Morelos has a major problem
keeping his temper in check. He
can easily be got at by opponents
and he reacts far too often.

He has missed the odd sitter
and has yet to net in an Old Firm
game. But Rangers are a team
who ping cross after cross into
the box and he’s the most likely
to get on the end of them.

With Leigh Griffiths out and
Odsonne Edouard failing to live
up to his £9 million price tag for
Celtic, Morelos can top the charts.

Recommendation
A Morelos
Ipt 5-2 Sky Bet

Top-three finish

Aberdeen have shrugged off a
sluggish start to the season and
should make it into the top three.

The Dons have disappointed
for large chunks of the campaign,
but they have somehow sneaked
up on the blindside.

They are sure to strengthen in
January and certainly have
course-and-distance form. They
have also beaten Rangers in the
league and Betfred Cup.

Recommendation
Aberdeen
1pt 15-8 Sky Bet

Top-half finish
Hearts have imploded after a
fast start and they may even face
a fight to finish in the top six.
The Jambos have been wrecked
by injuries and although they will
return, they might struggle to
recapture their early-season form.

Recommendation
Hearts
Ipt 7-2 Sky Bet

Thee

Celtic haven’t had things all their own way this season but tey shéuld still retain their crown

ADVISED ANTE-POST
By Mark Walker

Rangers without Celtic
5pts 1-2 general

Hamilton to finish bottom
2pts 9-2 bet365

Hibs top-three finish

2pts 3-1Sky Bet

St Johnstone top-six finish
Ipt 7-1 Betfred

O Edouard top goalscorer
Ipt 9-2 general

F Kamber top goalscorer
Ipt each-way 12-1 bet365

STANDINGS

HOME LADBROKES PREMIERSHIP AWAY

WD LF APts

17 711 26 3213 934
188612 17 3211 1134
16 7 00 20 .3 3316 633
17 512 13 4239 1030
18522 1 .41 4121830
18..7.2.1_18 3 Livingston....1 2 5 6 1328
17 3 4 2 1212 StJohnstone..5 0 3 9 1028
17 4 3 1 19 8 Hibernian ....... 3249 126
17 2 33 9 8 Motherwell...3 0 6 9 1918
18.2.0 6__7_16 Hamilton.......2 1 7.5 2313
17 126 8 166 179
18217 17 266 219
HOME LAST EIGHT AWAY
PPWDL F A WD LF APts
8 301 7 4 Aberdeen.... 3015 518
8 300 14 3 Celtic.... L2219 317
8 3 1 1 12 3 Rangers L2105 217
8 221 9 4 Stlohnstone.3 0 0 4 017
8 301 9 3 Kilmarnock....1 2 13 6 14
8 210 5 1 Motherwell...2 0 3 5 1113
8 310 101 042 910
8 12165 121 49
8 122 6 10 Dundee 123 66
8 102 1 4 Hamilton.. 043146
8 104 4 9 StMirren......0 2 14 6 5
8 112 2 3 Hearts............. 132145
HOME 2018 AWAY

PPWDL F A WD LF APts
35 12 2 3 3115 Kilmarnock.....8 5 521 22 67
32113 1 32 6 Celtic.... .8 4 529 1464
33121 4 7 6 3342764
371253 55719 2161
33103 3 3 618 1860
33 11 4 1 4219 Hibernian 6 617 1958
34 9 4 3 2212 Hearts...... 31019 3249
34 5 8 4 2022 StJohnsto 18222348
34 6 6 6 2220 Motherwell 3813244
35 8 2 8 2118 St Mirren.. 4 918 3242
33 3 311 13 32 Dundee 21014 29 26
35 5 0 12 20 33 Hamilton.. 2149 4023
PROFIT & LOSS

Kilmarnock..... Hamilton.

Livingston........

St Mirren. .
0.25 Dundee.... 1.60

Aberdeen
Hibernian...

BEST PRE-SEASON PRICES

1-10 Celtic, 8 Rangers, 22 Aberdeen,
80 Hibernian, 200 Hearts, 500 bar.

DBROKES PREMIERSHIP

Bet365 BetBright Betfair Betfred Betway Boyles Coral  Hills Ladbrokes Power Sky Bet 188Bet

Celtic -6 18 18 17 16 17 18 18 18 18 18 217
Rangers 92 5 5 5 92 92 92 5 92 5 5 92
Kilmarnock 5 8 8 8 8 8 8 66 8 80 8 80
Aberdeen 100 100 150 150 100 150 100 100 100 150 150 120
Hearts 200 150 200 125 100 200 200 - 200 200 200 200
Hibernian 150 200 500 200 500 200 250 - 250 500 250 200
Win only Others on request

BETTING WIT T CELTIC

Bet365 BetBright Betfair  Betfred Betway Boyles  Coral Ladbrokes Power — 188Bet

Rangers 5 16 16 17 16 16 16 16 16 3-19
Kilmarnock 12 12 n 10 " n " " n 9
Aberdeen 14 14 12 14 12 12 n " 12 12
Hearts 20 18 17 12 16 14 10 10 17 18
Hibernian 16 20 20 20 25 20 20 20 20 25
Win only Others on request

Bet365 BetBright Betway Boyles Sky Bet 188Bet
St Mirren 6-5 Evs 10-11 Evs 5-6 Evs
Dundee 11-8 11-8 6-4 6-4 6-4 6-4
Hamilton 4 4 4 4 3 12
Motherwell 40 50 66 50 80

Bet365 BetBright Betway Boyles Sky Bet 188Bet
Morelos 52 52 9-4 52 9-4 9-4
Edouard 52 52 5-2 52 52 9-4
Forrest 6 6 5 6 8 11-2
Kamberi 12 12 12 12 12 12
Lafferty 14 14 14 16 12 14
Stewart 16 16 14 20 14 16
Brophy 20 20 20 16 25 20
Christie 33 33 33 33 - 35
Sinclair 33 33 33 33 20 35

Each-way 2 1,2,3 Others on request

FATE OF THE CHRISTMAS LEADERS

Season Leaders Best price Clear by Fin. Position Won/Lost by
2017-18  Celtic 1-33 2pts st 9pts
2016-17  Celtic 1-200 11pts 1st 30pts
2015-16  Celtic 1-100 4pts 1st 15pts
2014-15  Celtic 1-50 6pts 1st 17pts
2013-14  Celtic n/a Tpts 1st 29pts
2012-13  Celtic 1-100 4pts 1st 16pts
2011-12  Rangers 4-5 4pts 2nd 20pts
2010-11  Rangers 4-7 3pts st 1pt
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LADBROKES CHAMPIONSHIP

Ayr hopes hinge on Shankland

By Mark Walker

AYR UNITED’S hopes of a
remarkable 66-1 title success
depend almost entirely on
whether they can keep star striker
Lawrence Shankland next month.

Tan McCall’s side were gifted
promotion last year by Raith’s
collapse, but they have been a
revelation this season and 28-goal
scoring sensation Shankland has
been a huge part of it.

United were last in Scottish
football’s top flight in season
1977-78, with Ally MacLeod
winning them promotion.

BEST PRE-SEASON PRICES

5-2 Ross County, 7-2 Dundee Utd,
Partick, 7 Inverness, 10 Dunfermline,
Falkirk, 20 Morton, 25 Queen of the
South, 66 Ayr, 100 Alloa.

Chairman Lachlan Cameron
has labelled Shankland ‘priceless’
and insists he won’t sell him in
January, but it’s hard to see Ayr
refusing silly money from
desperate English Championship
clubs. And that would be a real
game-changer.

Ross County and Dundee
United should be doing better. In
United’s case, they at least ditched
Csaba Laszlo and replaced him
with Robbie Neilson. County have
deep pockets at this level and
could significantly freshen
themselves up next month.

If Shankland departs, snap up
the prices on County winning it.

Inverness would have
challenging too if they hadn’t
drawn a ridiculous 11 of their 16
games, having lost just once.

FATE OF THE CHRISTMAS LEADERS

Season Leaders Best price
2017-18 St Mirren 13-8
2016-17  Hibernian 4-7
2015-16  Rangers 1-6
2014-15  Hearts 1-5
2013-14  Hamilton 7-4

LADBROKES CHAMPIONSHIP

Bet365 BetBright Betfair Betfred Betway Boyles Coral
Evs 10-11 Evs

Ross County Evs Evs

Ayr 74 74 64 744 74
Dundee Utd 92 5 112 92 92
Inverness 25 25 25 25 25

Dunfermline 66 66 66 66 80
QueenoftheSth 66 80 80 80 80
Each-way 1/3 1,2 (bet365, 188Bet '/4 1,2; Betfred, Hills win only)

Clear by Fin. Position Won/Lost by
2pts 1st 12pts
GD 1st 11pts
3pts 1st 11pts
9pts st 21pts
1pt 2nd 2pts

Hills Ladbrokes Power Sky Bet 188Bet

Evs 10-11 10-11 10-11 Evs 56 9-10

13-8 138 138 13-8 64 74 74

92 92 92 92 112 112 92

25 22 25 22 25 20 25
66 66 - 66 66 66 80
80 80 8 8 80 80 80

Others on request

LADBROKES LEAGUE TWO

Peterhead
can hunt
down City

PETERHEAD should be able to
chase down Edinburgh City in a
two-horse race in Scottish
football’s fourth tier, writes Mark
Walker.

The capital club have surprised
everyone this season with a
fantastic campaign, greatly
assisted by the scoring power of
Blair Henderson, who has netted
over half of his side’s goals.

Peterhead have got form for
choking in title races and they are
prone to throwing up the old
shocker of a result.

But their squad of grizzled pros
who have played at a much higher
level, should have enough about
them to overtake Edinburgh
with Rory McAllister proving
crucial.

Clyde look best placed to give
the front two a run for their
money, but they have left
themselves too much to do and
dropped too many silly points.

Danny Lennon is a decent
manager though and they may
get up through the playoffs.

Stirling Albion are in a false

Bet365 BetBright Betfair Betfred Betway Boyles Coral

Those four should reach the
playoffs and significant
improvement should surely be
expected from Partick Thistle and
Falkirk who have been nothing
short of woeful for the size of their
clubs this season.

Alloa have been excellent in
keeping themselves afloat, but
their part-time status may begin
to stretch them as the season goes
on.

Dunfermline, Morton and
Queen of the South should all
tread water, while maintaining
their Championship status.

Advised ante-post
Inverness 2pts 7-1 general
Ayr Utd 1pt e-w 66-1 Betway, Hills

STANDINGS

HOME LADBROKES CHAMPIONSHIP AWAY
P WD L
16 530 2

521 41

323 31

3.42 42

171 34009
17 3 3 2 13 13 Morton....... 2436 1222
17 2 1 5 5 10 Dunfermline..3 3 3 11 1319
17..4_1.4_11.11 Partick........... 0.1.7.5.1714
17 125 2 9 Alloa 153131713
17 0 4 5 4 13 Falkirk............ 3059 1213

HOME  LAST EIGHT MATCHES ~ AWAY
PPWDL FA WD LF APts
8 130 7 4 Ayraeee 3018 215
8 211 7 8 DundeeUtd..2 2 05 215
8 211 8 3 RossCounty..1 3 07 6 13
8 221 7 5 QueenofSth..0 2 12 410
8 041 4 5 Falkirk... 2014 41
8 031 78 1305 49
8 111 6 4 1222 99
8 102 33 1224 638
8 012 02 1228116
8 112 44 0132 85
7] SO +9.02 Queen of Sth......-4.55
Dundee Utd...... +3.21 Dunfermline.
Ross County......+1.18 Inverness CT ......-5.93
Falkirk -0.30 Partick -1.23
Morton -3.65 Alloa -8.50

Hills - Ladbrokes Power Sky Bet 188Bet

Peterhead 811 811 811 45 46 811 811 811 811 811 811 1117
Edinburgh City  13-8 13-8 7-5 138 138 64 64 64 64 75 138 85
Clyde 7 7 8 7 152 8 6 6 6 8 132 152
Elgin 100 100 100 100 100 100 80 - 80 100 100 100
Queens Park 150 150 100 80 125 150 80 - 80 100 66 150
Annan 150 150 175 50 150 150 100 - 100 175 80 150

Each-way '/4 1,2 (Betfair, Power, Sky /3 1,2; bet365, Betway, Hills win only)

position and can rise up through
the table after the appointment
of Kevin Rutkiewicz and the
return of Darren Smith.

Queen’s Park have been largely
disappointing after their
relegation last season, but they
will battle it out for a playoff spot
with Annan Athletic and Elgin.

Berwick Rangers should
comfortably survive and that
leaves doomed Albion Rovers
looking certain to finish bottom.

After a summer recruiting
players who were painfully not
at the required standard, new
boss Kevin Harper has the rest of
the season to prepare his team
for the playoffs against the
winners of the Highland League
and Lowland League.

Recommendation

Peterhead
2pts 4-5 Betfred

Advised ante-post
Clyde 2pts 11-4 Hills, 188Bet
Annan 1pt e-w 16-1 general

FATE OF THE CHRISTMAS LEADERS

Season Leaders Best price
2017-18  Montrose 5-1
2016-17  Forfar 49
2015-16  Annan 13-5
2014-15  Arbroath 8-11
2013-14  Clyde 6-1

Clear by Fin. Position Won/Lost by
6pts st 1pt
Tpts 2nd 2pts
3pts 5th 6pts
3pts 3rd 15pts
2pts 4th 19pts

Others on request

STANDINGS
HOME LADBROKES LEAGUE TWO AWAY
PEWDL FA WD LF APts
16 7 1 1 20 5 EdinburghC..6 0 110 3 40
15 5 1 1 10 4 Peterhead.....6 1 122 7 35
16 4 2 2 1310 Clyde..... 51213 730
16.4_0 4_13 15 Elgin Cit 314111822
16 2 2 4 12 14 Annan... 41310720
15 3 2 3 13 10 Cowden! 2237 719
15 431 7 3 Queen'sPark.1 156 1119
15 3 0 4 10 10 Stirling.. 1348 1215
15205 5 17 Berwi 215122013
15 1 15 8 16 Albiol 0175195
HOME ~ LASTEIGHT MATCHES  AWAY

PFWD L FA WD L F APts
8 300 31112519
8 311 3005 219
8 211 2117 414
8 121 2115 312
8220 1034 6M
8 201 032489
8 203 1025109
8 112 6 1122 38
8 103 4 127 117
8 112 56 004414

Edinburgh C... +14.08
Peterhead +3.28

Cowdenbeath .. +0.47
Berwick............ +0.40

Stirling
Albion..

BEST PRE-SEASON PRICES

15-8 Peterhead, 11-4 Clyde, 10 Stirling,
11 Edinburgh City, 12 Queen’s Park,

14 Elgin, 16 Annan, 33 Cowdenbeath,
40 Berwick, 50 Albion Rovers.

KEVIN
PULLEIN
PAGE 15

LADBROKES LEAGUE ONE

STANDINGS

HOME LADBROKES LEAGUE ONE AWAY

PPWDL FA L F APts
17710 .72 021 645
17 630 323191532
17 413 41 4141226
17..4.2.3_14 14 Forfar 3.1.4.9 1624
17 3 2 3 9 15 Montrose........ 315111321
17 2 1 6 11 14 Airdrieonians.4 1 3 13 11 20
16 4 1 3 11 9 Stranraer.....1 4 3 9 1220
17.4.2.2 1.7.11.2018
16 323 .12 510 16 16
17 3 0 6 10 16 Stenh’semuir..2 0 6 6 1615
HOME  LAST EIGHT MATCHES ~ AWAY

PTWD L DLF APts
8 400 40010 324
8 400 4 1038 915
8 301 6 2024 715
8 211 5 6 Montrose......2 0 2 6 513
8 202 6 6 Stranraer....1 217 61
8 103 4 5 Airdrieonians.2 1 1 6 4 10
8 310 11 3 Dumbarton....0 0 4 3 1110
8 21 1 8 7 EastFife 1034 910
8 1.0 3 7 10 Brechin 1036 106
8 004 2 9 Stenh'semuir.2 0 2 6 8 6
PROFIT & LOSS

Arbroath........... +7.57 | Stenhousemuir...-1.65

+5.03
.+3.87
.+3.47
.+0.05

Airdri

Stranraer.
Brechin....
Dumbarton ..

Montrose.
East Fife .
Forfar.
Raith...

STAT PACK
PAGE 22

Title is at the mercy
of relentless Arbroath

ARBROATH have turned the
league into a procession with a
brilliant first half of the season,
writes Mark Walker.

And with the Gayfield side no
bigger than 1-10 to win the league
and no one pricing up each-way
or betting without the leaders,
it’s impossible to find any value
in the market.

Veteran boss Dick Campbell has
done a stunning job with his side,
who remain unbeaten in the
league. A revitalised Bobby Linn
has been excellent and his goal
have been a major part of the Red
Lichties’ stunning start.

They have been ultra consistent
and blown away any challengers,
including Raith Rovers and pre-
season title favourites
Dumbarton, who have had a

FATE OF THE CHRISTMAS LEADERS

Season Leaders Best price
2017-18  Ayr 4-7
2016-17  Livingston 1-4
2015-16  Dunfermline 1-5
2014-15  Forfar 6-1
2013-14  Rangers n/a

LADBROKES LEAGUE ONE

Clear by Fin. Position Won/Lost by
8pts st 1pt
10pts st 19pts
3pts 1st 18pts
2pts 3rd 3pts
13pts 1st 39pts

Bet365 BetBright Betfair Betfred Betway Boyles Coral

Arbroath 114 1-12 112 1-14 1-14
Raith Rovers 7 7 7 17 7
East Fife 33 33 33 33 33
Forfar 50 50 50 66 50

Each-way '/3 1,2 (bet365, 188Bet /4 1,2; Betfred, Hills win only)

Hills - Ladbrokes Power Sky Bet 188Bet

1-14 1-16 1-12 1-16 1-12 1-10 1-20
7 6 6 6 7 1 1
3 33 - 33 33 40 3
5 5 - 50 50 66 50

Others on request

BEST PRE-SEASON PRICES

2 Raith Rovers, Dumbarton, 8 Airdrie,
12 Arbroath, Brechin, 16 Stranraer,
20 East Fife, 33 Forfar, 35 Montrose,
50 Stenhousemuir.

disastrous campaign after last
season’s relegation.

Sides to look out for in the new
year include Rovers, who should
improve under John McGlynn,
and Airdrie, who should also get
better with Ian Murray in charge.

East Fife went through a
brilliant spell where they won
eight matches in a row in all
competitions and they are worth
keeping an eye out for if they can
replicate that.

Promoted Montrose have done
very well to not just keep out of
trouble, but even give themselves
a chance of reaching the playoffs.

Stenhousemuir saved
themselves last season in the
playoffs, but they could be
doomed this year and Brechin
will be desperate to avoid back-
to-back relegations after last
season’s winless campaign.

Stranraer and Forfar Athletic
will hope to grab a playoff
place, but in a division with four
clubs from Angus in it, the story
has all been about one of
them — Arbroath.

Advised ante-post
Dumbarton 2pts 2-1 bet365
Airdrie 1pt each-way 8-1bet365

ASSIST

12 PAGES OF TOP FOOTBALL

CONTENT FOR THE
WEEKEND’S MATCHES
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NON-LEAGUE

STANDINGS
HOME NATIONAL LEAGUE AWAY
PFWDL F A WD LF APts
24 7 41 22 6 LeytonOrient.7 4 122 8 50
24930 4 318 1049
2741 33211546
23 831 4211 846
23 7 41 1417 1644
24 8 22 7215 8 42
23623 15141239
23 452 5218 1537
24 3 5 4 1113 Eastleigh. 14151436
24 4 2 6 13 13 Ebbsfleet. 5216 1134
23 6 4 2 1511 Boreham W.. 369 1431
24615 36131631
24 345 34111531
24 4 44 0 810 1428
21 335 1410 9 28
22 532 569 2026
24 6 2 4 296 2725
23 434 37132424
24 5 3 4 2213 Havant .13 8133124
23 3 5 4 9 10 Chesterfield...1 6 4 11 1423
24 4 1 7 1421 Dover 156112220
23 3 2 7 13 24 Maidenhead...3 1 7 10 2121
23 1 3 7 8 17 Maidstone....4 1 7 11 1819
24 1 2 9 10 26 Braintree ........ 23711814
HOME LAST EIGHT AWAY
PPWDL FA WD LF APts
8 310 8 4Dag&Red...3 016 219
8 310 9 1 LeytonOrient.2 1 16 317
8 230 4 1 SolihullM.....2 1 0 8 316
8 310 7 1 Ebbsfleet. 304 216
8 310 11 3 Salford 214 415
8 301 6 3 304 315
821166 0210 513
8 310 12 5 HarrogateT. 035 813
8 040 5 5 Eastleigh........ 3017 313
8 400 16 4 Havant&W...0 1 3 1 1013
821050 2034 713
8 301 64 124 513
8 3116 3 212 312
8 121 44 307 6M
8 130 4 2 Chesterfield...0 4 0 4 410
8 112 1 5 Barrow 2026 510
8 103 4 7 Barnet. 025 39
8 202 8 7 Bromle 133 87
8 112 4 8 Braintree. 036 87
8 111 2 2 Halifax 232106
8 012 3 7 Maidston 13595
8 112 2 5 Aldershot........ 0131115
8 0 1 3 2 10 Maidenhead..1 0 3 2 12 4
8 00 4 5 10 Hartlepool....1 0 3 2 7 3
HOME 2018 AWAY
PPWDL FA WD LF APts
4416 5 1 51 23 Salford.......... 107 5382390
44 16 4 2 62 23 Harrogate T..10 5 7 33 27 87
46 16 6 3 60 24 AFCFylde........ 7 8 6241683
43 10 7 4 3414 Leyton Orient12 7 3 33 14 80
42 137 2 3313 Solihull M 56262378
43 11 8 3 35 17 Wrexham. 104201772
42 10 8 3 3022 Sutton Utd.....9 6 629 2571
44 13 5 4 43 20 Havant&W...7 51025 3570
44 8 4 9 24 23 Ebbsfleet....... 8 432 2469
43 11 6 4 3022 Boreham W.. 7 9222464
45 9 6 7 51028 29 62
43 6 8 7 2 9333461
44 9 6 8 11323 2855
4 679 6 828 3555
43105 6 51219 4455
42 8 6 8 31017 2654
42 975 41228 3853
43 759 7 9233051
43 10 1 10 25 28 Dover.. 7 1127 4050
41 9 5 6 2521 Halifax 109 14 2948
42 9 3 9 32 34 Maidenhead 31320 4048
43 6 4 11 27 36 Braintree......... 5 71022 3144
44 7 510 22 24 Chesterfield...2 8 1219 37 40
44 4 612 21 32 Maidstone......5 4 1322 3537
PROFIT & LOSS
Gateshead +12.01 AFC Fylde. .
Solihull M......... Hartlepool .
Leyton Orien Ebbsfleet.. .
Eastleigh. Boreham W .. 2.41
Harrogate T. Maidstone 4.35
Bromley 6.92
Aldershot. 7.35
Halifax. 8.29

Braintree..
Dover...
Havant& W..
Chesterfield .....-12.60

BEST PRE-SEASON PRICES

21-10 Salford, 8 Chesterfield, 14
Leyton Orient, Barnet, 16 AFC Fylde,
20 Aldershot, Wrexham, 25 Ebbsfleet,
Boreham Wood, Hartlepool, Sutton,
28 Dover, 35 Bromley, 40 Halifax,
Harrogate, Havant & Waterlooville, 50
Dagenham & Redbridge, Eastleigh,
Maidenhead, 66 Braintree, Maidstone,
75 Barrow, 80 Gateshead, 100 Solihull
Moors.

Beesle

NATIONAL
LEAGUE NORTH

AFTER starting the season with
nine wins in their opening ten
matches, Chorley looked to be
heading for promotion from the
National League North.
However, the Magpies have
since dropped off in a big way,
winning just two of their next
nine games, and their days at the
top of the pile could be numbered.
The Lancashire side are now
level with Bradford Park
Avenue, who beat them 1-0

y

Justin Edinburgh’s table-topping Leyton Orient have ost just twice in the National League this term

Expect Dragons
to be fired-up

NATIONAL
LEAGUE

WITH only one automatic
promotion spot up for grabs, the
National League is always a
division filled with tension and
intrigue, and this season has been
no different.

Leyton Orient are top of the
pile on 50 points with ante-post
favourites Salford just one point
behind, as Harrogate, Wrexham
and Solihull Moors attempt to
keep pace.

Orient have lost just twice and
boast the best goal difference in
the league. While striker
Macauley Bonne has received
plenty of plaudits, the
introduction of centre-back
Marvin Ekpiteta has been the
driving force behind their
challenge.

Ekpiteta became a regular in
the side early in the season and
has been a revelation, showing
composure, leadership, and even
the ability to score goals.

Justin Edinburgh’s side are
unlikely to drop off the pace, but
neither are Salford. The Ammies
slipped up against Chesterfield

can s

earlier this season, and PA have
found their scoring boots with 21
goals in their last eight games.

Forward Jake Beesley has hit
the net ten times since joining the
Avenue from Salford on a season-
long loan, and he could prove to
be the difference-maker.

Defence has been an issue for
Mark Bower’s side on some
occasions, but if they tighten
things up at the back they could
become areal force to be reckoned
with.

Recommendation

Bradford PA
Ipt 5-1bet365, Betfair, P Power

but that was their first league
defeat in nearly four months, and
striker Adam Rooney has shown
his class with 17 goals.

However, it might be worth
having a punt on Wrexham, who
have been in the mix all season
and look a big price as they
continue to go under the radar.
The Welsh side have rarely blown
away their opponents, but they
are difficult to break down and
have turned the Racecourse
Ground into a real fortress,
conceding just six goals there.

If they continue to show their
defensive strength, the Dragons
can stake a claim for top spot.

In addition, the scramble for a
top-seven finish and a place in
the playoffs is heating up, and
despite Dagenham & Redbridge
being 11 points adrift few teams
are in better form.

The future looked bleak for the
Daggers when they fell into
financial trouble and they started
the season winless in their first
eight matches. But since being
purchased by an American group
that includes goalkeeper Tim
Howard they have won six of their
last eight games.

That has seen them climb up

SPECIALS

Relegation — 188Bet: 1-100 Braintree,
1-4 Maidstone, 6-10 Maidenhead,

4-5 Dover, 13-10 Havant & W, 7-2
Dagenham, 4 Aldershot, Halifax, 5
Bromley, 10 Chesterfield, 12 Barrow, 16
Ebbsfleet, 25 Boreham Wood.

Top goalscorer — bet365: 6-5 A
Rooney, 6-4 M Bonne, 9-2 D Rowe,
16 P McCallum, 25 B Turgott, 33 R
Gaffney, 66 J Muldoon, T Smith, 100 J
Hindle, S Boden, 125 bar

to 14th, and if Peter Taylor’s side
can continue to pick up points
over a tricky Christmas period,
they could be in with chance of
reaching the playoffs.
Recommendations
Wrexham

Ipt 14-1 Sky Bet

Dagenham & Redbridge
top-seven finish

0.5pt 66-1Sky Bet

Advised ante-post
AFC Fylde

Ipt each-way 16-1 Paddy Power
Halifax to be relegated
Ipt 7-2 general

Sutton +18 on handicap
Ipt each-way 18-1 bet365

N Muir top goalscorer
Ipt each-way 40-1 Sky Bet
G Ugwu top goalscorer
Ipt each-way 18-1 Sky Bet
Sutton to win promotion
Ipt 12-1 Betway

ur on Avenue

BEST PRE-SEASON PRICES

7 Stockport, 8 Chester, York,
Southport, 14 Brackley, Hereford, 16
Kidderminster, 20 Boston, Guiseley,
25 Alfreton, Altrincham, Bradford
PA, Chorley, Darlington, 33 Blyth,
Nuneaton, Spennymoor, 35 Telford,
66 Curzon Ashton, FC United,
Leamington, 70 Ashton.

BEST CURRENT PRICES

2 Chorley, 5 Bradford PA, 11-2 Chester,
8 Altrincham, Spennymoor,

12 Kidderminster, 25 Stockport,
Telford, Boston, 35 bar.

Advised ante-post

Brackley
Ipt 14-1 general

STANDINGS
HOME NATIONAL LEAGUENTH AwAY

PPWDL F A LF APts
19 6 2 1 16 6 Chorley 218 9 38
20 5 3 2 1512 Bradford PA....6 2 2 25 1538
19 5 2 3 20 11 Altrincham 22211534
20 7 2 1 2512 Chester 5311 1634
19 4 3 2 2213 Spennymoor..5 3 219 9 33
19 5 2 3 20 19 Kidderminster4 4 117 9 33
206.3.1_14 9 Telford..........2_4 4111631 _
20505 2412 829
20 6 0 4 25111929
20 4 42 3 416 1328
19 352 2312928
19 343 2 3151227
20325 15131624
20 433 3 8 1524
19 135 3z
17 342 4 7 1020
20 2 3 5 9 12 Darlington 53192220
20 145 1218 FCU... 151 1620
18 0 4 4 7 12 Southport. 2 417 1618
19 3 2 5 11 17 Hereford F 4 6 1318
19 2 3 4 7 18 AshtonUtd....2 2 6 15 27 17
20 1 3 6 7 22 Nuneaton....... 26112014

Andrew Wilsher

NATIONAL LEAGUE

Bet365 BetBright Betfair Betfred Betway Boyles —Coral

Salford 65 65 65 54 54
Leyton Orient

Wrexham 2 12 12 12 1
Harrogate 16 16 14 10 16
Fylde 2 22 20 20 20
Solihull 25 20 20 22 2
Sutton 40 40 40 50 33
Gateshead 5 50 50 50 50
Ebbsfleet 200 100 150 80 200
Barnet 100 200 100 150 100

Each-way '/3 1,2 (BoyleSports /5 1,2,3)

Hills  Ladbrokes Power Sky Bet 188Bet
11-10 54 65 54 65 118 11-10

11-8 11-8 11-8 11-8 11-8 11-8 11-8 11-8 11-8 11-8 11-10 13-10

2 12 12 12 12 14 1
%4 12 12 12 14 10 12
20 16 20 16 20 14 20

150 125 - 125 150 500 200
100 150 100 150 100 500 150
Others on request

PROMOTION

Bet365 Betway Boyles Sky Bet 188Bet
Salford 813 8-13 813 4-6 6-11
Leyton Orient ~ 8-11 8-13 4-6 8-13 1117
Fylde 4 10-3 4 10-3 4
Wrexham 7-2 7-2 4 5 7-2
Harrogate 112 5 5 10-3 5
Solihull 6 7 6 132 6
Sutton 9 10 10 12 10
Gateshead 14 16 14 18 14
Barnet 25 25 25 28 25
Ebbsfleet 33 33 25 22 35
Boreham Wood 25 33 33 66 25
Others on request
FATE OF THE CHRISTMAS LEADERS
Season Leaders Best price Clear by Fin. Position Won/Lost by
2017-18  Macclesfield 5-1 2pts 1st 10pts
2016-17  Lincoln 7-4 2pts 1st 4pts
2015-16  Cheltenham 6-4 4pts 1st 12pts
2014-15  Barnet 8-13 Tpts 1st 1pt
2013-14  Cambridge Utd Evens 4pts 2nd 19pts
2012-13  Newport County 13-2 2pts 3rd 10pts
2011-12  Fleetwood 11-8 4pts 1st 5pts
2010-11  AFC Wimbledon 11-2 1pt 2nd 15pts
2009-10  Oxford 1-3 5pts 3rd 13pts

Promotion
push looks
to be on
the cards

i 3
Torquay boss Gary Johnson

NATIONAL
LEAGUE SOUTH

THERE are plenty of sides around
the top of the National League
South who are capable of making
a real push for automatic
promotion, but none look better
poised to reach the fifth tier than
Woking.

The Cards have been in the mix
since the start of the season and
have recently been turning up the
heat on their rivals, scoring 14
goals in their last five matches
and collecting 13 points from
them.

On-loan striker Jamar Loza has
been a revelation for the side and
itwould be a huge boost for their
prospects if they can extend his
loan from National League
Maidstone when it expires in
January. However Jake Hyde and
Max Kretzschmar have not
struggled to find the net and
should be able to step up.

The loss of experienced striker
Jake Robinson to Maidstone is
likely to impact negatively on
Billericay and they may struggle
to stick around at the top, while
Torquay have turned things
around under Gary Johnson and
look likely contenders after
winning eight of their last 11
matches.

STANDINGS
HOME NATIONAL LEAGUESTH AWAY

PPWDL FA WD LF APts
20 6 2 2 20 10 Torquay.. 54115 539
19 5 3 1 17 12 Billericay 62220 9 38
18 5 1 2 16 11 Woking.. 631191237
19 7 2 1 20 11 Welling.. 324151134
20 8 11 24 7 ConcordR.....2 3 5 8 1734
20 4 3 3 1111 Chelmsford.....5 2 322 1432
19.5.3 2 _13 12 Dartford 41491231
20 4 2 4 1315 Hemel ... 523111231
19 5 1 4 15 10 Bath City. 42312 930
20 6 2 2 18 8 Oxford C 316161930
20 5 2 3 18 15 Wealdstone...3 4 3 9 1030
20 6 1 3 18 13 Chippenham..3 1 6 12 17 29
20 4 1 5 12 14 Hampton &R..4 3 313 1328
19 52 3 17 13 StAlbans....... 315161827
20 4 2 4 18 18 Eastbourne 43121227
18 4 2 3 10 7 Slough.... 2 4121225
20 32 5 9 12 DulwichH.. 2 513 1622
19 2 2 5 1319 Truro Cit; 34121920
20 2 4 4 9 12 Gloucester...... 085 1716
20 3 2 5 1017 HungerfordT.1 1 8 9 2615
20 4 15 1112 EThurrock....0 1 9 5 1914
20 0 4 6 1120 WestonS-M....2 1 714 2411

BEST CURRENT PRICES

17-10 Torquay, 9-2 Billericay, Woking,
20 Concord Rangers, Welling, 25
Chelmsford, Dartford, 33 bar.

BEST PRE-SEASON PRICES

7-2 Billericay, 9 Dartford, Woking,

10 Chelmsford, Torquay, 16 Bath

City, Hampton & Richmond, Hemel
Hempstead, 20 Concord, 25 St
Albans, Wealdstone, 33 Slough,

40 Dulwich, Oxford City, Truro,

50 Chippenham, Weston-super-Mare,
66 Eastbourne, 70 East Thurrock,
Gloucester, 80 Hungerford.

Recommendation
Woking
2pts 9-2 Betfair, Paddy Power

Advised ante-post

Hampton & Richmond
Ipt each-way 16-1 general
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EUROPE

Title may
already be
in bag for
champions

FRANCE

PARIS ST-GERMAIN are ten
points clear in Ligue 1 and a
stellar cast headlined by Neymar,
Kylian Mbappe and Edinson
Cavani should propel them
further in front as the season
nears a conclusion.

Thomas Tuchel’s tremendous
trio have notched 33 of PSG’s 49
goals this season. To put that in
perspective, no other team in
France’s top-flight have scored
more than 29 goals and they all
look to be playing for places
behind the Parisians.

Lyon head the betting without
PSG and have the quality to nab
second spot, probably at the
expense of faltering Marseille,
although Lille are putting a poor
2017-18 campaign behind them
in a bid to seal a Champions
League place.

Guingamp have just eight

LIGUE 1

Bet365 BetBright Betfair Betway Boyles Hills Power Sky Bet
Paris St-Germain 1-250  1-200  1-200  1-200  1-250  1-200  1-200  1-250
Lyon 125 100 100 100 100 50 100 100
Marseille 150 150 150 150 150 50 150 150
Lille 250 200 200 250 250 80 200 250

Win only

points and are 1-3 for the drop
but bookmakers expect Thierry
Henry to keep struggling Monaco
in the top flight.

Despite winning the title in
2017, the atmosphere turned sour
atthe Stade Louis ITand Leonardo
Jardim was sacked in October
following the sale of most of
Monaco’s brightest talents.

Henry had to wait more than
a month for his first victory but
they have won two of their last
four league games and are 11-2
to go down despite occupying a
relegation place. Caen, Amiens,
Dijon, Toulouse and Angers all
remain at risk.

The French fixture list icould
become messy following a raft of
postponements related to the
gilets jaunes protests and that
could lead to congestion later in
the campaign.

Advised ante-post
by Joe Champion
Monaco without PSG
2pts 9-4 bet365

Nimes to be relegated
Ipt 7-4 bet365

FATE OF THE CHRISTMAS LEADERS

Season Leaders Best price
2017-18  Paris St-Germain 1-100
2016-17  Nice 41
2015-16  Paris St-Germain 1-500
2014-15  Marseille 8-1
2013-14  Paris St-Germain 1-6

No end in
sight for
Old Lady's

dominance
ITALY

JUVENTUS had to battle to the
line to win their seventh
consecutive Serie A crown last
season but the Old Lady could be
out of sight before long as they
hunt an eighth straight Scudetto.

Eyebrows were raised when
they splashed out on Cristiano
Ronaldo in the summer but the
33-year-old has contributed 11
goals to help the buzzing
Bianconeri to 15 wins from 16
matches —they are no bigger than
1-12 to take the title.

Napoli are enjoying another
fine season under Carlo Ancelotti
but they are eight points off the
pace and, with Inter a further six
away, appear to be the only team
with even a remote chance of

BEST PRE-SEASON PRICES

4-9 Juventus, 7 Napoli, 15-2 Roma,
10 Inter, 20 Milan, 70 Lazio, 250 bar.

Clear by Fin. Position Won/Lost by
9Ipts 1st 13pts
4pts 3rd 17pts
17pts 1st 31pts

1pt 4th 14pts
2pts 1st 9pts

Bet365 BetBright Betfair Betfred Betway Boyles Coral

Juventus 1412 116 1-18 1-14 1-14
Napoli 7 7 7 8 7
Inter 50 40 50 50 50
Milan 150 150 150 150 150
Win only

catching Juve. Ronaldo briefly
touched evens to be top goalscorer
in October but is back in to 4-11.
The Portuguese is one behind
Genoa’s surprise leading 12-goal
marksman Krzysztof Piatek while
Lazio’s Ciro Immobile has notched
ten times.

Arguably the most interesting
betting heat is the battle for
fourth place. Milan are in pole
position but Lazio, high-scoring
Atalanta and Roma are all in with
a shout of sealing the final
Champions League place.

Chievo look doomed following
a three-point deduction and 16
winless games which has left
them nine points shy of safety
while Frosinone have both the
worst attacking and defensive
records in the league.

Bologna, Udinese, Genoa, Spal,
Empoli and Cagliari are among
the teams who are at risk of losing
their top-flight status.

Advised ante-post
by Mark Langdon

Inter without Juventus
2pts 7-2 Hills

FATE OF THE CHRISTMAS LEADERS

Season Leaders Best price
2017-18  Napoli 11-8
2016-17  Juventus 1-8
2015-16  Inter 9-2
2014-15  Juventus 49
2013-14  Juventus 1-4

Clear by Fin. Position Won/Lost by
1pt 2nd 4pts
Tpts 1st 4pts
4pts 4th 24pts
1pt 1st 17pts
5pts st 17pts

Others on request

STANDINGS
HOME LIGUE1 AWAY

P WD FA WD LF APts
16 27 3 Paris St-G........6 022 7 44
18 18 6 Lille.. 410 1134
17 16 7 Lyon. 13 1331
16 13 6 Montpellier.. 1629
17 16 6 St-Etienne. 9 1627
16 6 12 19 26

11 10 Nimes...

17 9 11 Rennes. 14 1423
16 14 11 Bordeaux.

16 16 9 Nantes. 8 1520
16 9 10 Angers. 10 1118
16 9 12 Toulous 5 1218

6 15 Dijon....

VUWUNWWNNWWNN S 2O NN O O

D
80 2
63 1
6 2 2
43 2
6 2 4
52 0
32 3
43 4
34 4
23 2
32 3
43 3
33 2
23 3
23 3
21 3
17 .30 12 14 Amiens 1 4 1616
17 14 447 1214
17 03 1 9 1213
17 03 264188
HOME S AWAY
PLWD L DLF APts
8 400 209 3 2
8 3 11 3 108 5 17
8 221 2 102 0 15
8 21173 116 3 14
8 3 1 0 133 Nantes.. 123 8 14
8 30153 213 3 14
8 11265 017 3 13
8 2 11 42 Marseille.. 026 7 13
8 3 10 104 St-Etienne 224 6 12
8 1 12 47 Rennes. 207 4 12
8 1 .30 4 3 Lille. 025 6 12
8 2 21 85 Bordeaux.. 211 3 10
8 0 31 45 Strashourg 216 4 8
8 121 55 Angers.. 3156 8
8 0 12 3 8 Monaco 034 6 7
8 112 37 Dijon 224 8 6
8 0 22 3 7 Toulous 122 6 6
8 0 03 27 Amiens 03310 6
8 0 13 25 Caen. 313 4 4
8 022 47 Guingamp....0 132 9 3
PROFIT & LOSS
Lille.urreininnne +5.90 St-Etienne .......... 217
Nice +5.10 Dijon
i Marseille
Angers...

Lyon

Paris St-G. ..

Amiens.. Monaco
Strashourg Caen
Bordeaux Gui

Hills Ladbrokes Power Sky Bet 188Bet
1-14 116 112 1-16 118 1-16 1-20
1 7 1 7 1 7 8
40 40 50 40 50 50 50
150 150 100 150 150 150 200

Others on request

STANDINGS
HOME SERIEA AWAY
PPWDL F A DLF APts
16 7 10 16 4 Juventu 0017 446
16 6 2 0 19 4 Napoli.. 02141038
16 6 1 1 16 4 Inter. 1312932
15 5 2 1 1410 Milan 3210 826
16 4 2 2 1410 Lazio 238 925
16 413 2 3171524
16 4 31 338 924
16 3 41 2310 824
16 42 2 3312123
16 521 537 1022
16 314 6 010 6 22
16 3 32 057 1321
16 251 346 1317
16 413 359 1916
16 2 33 156 1316
16 3 3 2 1110 Genoa.. 1611 2316
16 2 1 5 5 12 Udinese 348 1013
152 2 3 7 9 Bologna 356 151
16 0 4 4 6 16 Frosinone. 165198
16 0 3 5 6 16 Chievo* 446 164
*Chievo
AWAY

Pl LF A Pts
8 08 1 22
8 08 2 20
8 112 6 18
8 26 7 16
8 12 2 14
8 15 2 1
8 27 31
8 06 3 10
8 14 5 10
8 14 3 10
8 05 5 9
8 26 10 9
8 157 8
8 33 8 8
8 23 7 1
8 24 7 7
8 12 3 5
8 23 5 5
8 36 12 4
8 44 12 3

Fiorentina .

Genoa....
Frosinone.. 10.75
Chievo... X

Joe Champion

Bayern face a real struggle

GERMANY

THE scenario in Germany is all
too familiar. One of the biggest
clubs in the country leads the
Bundesliga by a significant
margin as the winter break looms
but, for once, Bayern Munich do
not top the charts.

Lucien Favre’s exciting
Dortmund side, spearheaded by
Marco Reus and 18-year-old
Jadon Sancho, are setting the
pace and odds-on to end Bayern’s
six years of dominance.

Bookmakers see it as a two-
horse race with the assumption
that Bayern’s class will see them
bridge the gap after Christmas,
but manager Niko Kovac has had
a difficult start in the Bavarian
hotseat and even an improved
second half of the campaign may
not save his job.

Dortmund had dropped only

six points heading into Tuesday’s
meeting with struggling Fortuna
Dusseldorf, so Bayern will have
to be near-perfect if they are to
reel them in.

The battle for Champions
League spots look hard to call,
with Leipzig and Hoffenheim
likely to improve now they are rid
of European commitments.

Promoted pair Nuremberg and
Fortuna Dusseldorf head the
relegation betting — both are
odds-on to go straight back to the
second division — but leaky
Hannover deserve their place at
the bottom of the Bundesliga
table based on a series of poor
performances and Andre
Breitenreiter may find it tough to
right the ship at the HDI-Arena.

Advised ante-post
by Mark Langdon

B Dortmund to win Bundesliga
1pt 8-1Hills, Sky Bet

BUNDESLIGA

Bet365 BetBright Betfair  Betfred
Dortmund 813 46 813 46
Bayern Munich  13-10 54 11-10 65

M’gladbach 66 3 40 33
Win only

Betway  Boyles Hills Power  SkyBet  188Bet
813 46 813 813 813 47
5-4 5-4 65 1110 54 15

50 33 28 40 40 70

Others on request

FATE OF THE CHRISTMAS LEADERS

Season Leaders Best price
2017-18  Bayern Munich 1-5
2016-17  Bayern Munich 1-9
2015-16  Bayern Munich 1-33
2014-15  Bayern Munich 1-100
2013-14  Bayern Munich 1-50

Clear by Fin. Position Won/Lost by

11pts 1st 21pts
GD 1st 15pts
5pts 1st 10pts

12pts 1st 10pts
Tpts st 19pts

STANDINGS

HOME BUNDESLIGA
PPWDL FA W D
15 7 1 0 27 10 B Dortmund...5 2
15 7 0 0 21 3 Mgladbach....2 3
15 3 3 1 14 10 B Munich 60
15 6 2 0 21 4 RB Leipzi 22
15 4 1 2 19 8 EFrankfurt....4 1
15 3 3 2 13 8 Hoffenheim...3 2
15 4 2 1 12 9 HerthaBerlin.2 3
15 2 3 3 11 14 Wolfsburg .....4 1
15 3 2 3 1415 W Breme| 31
15 332 8 7 Mainz..... 21
15 3 1 3 10 13 B Leverkusen..2 2
15 3 3 2 12 10 Freiburg. 12
15 3 0 4 10 11 Schalke.. 13

142 21

1
03

15 2 3 3 9 10 Nuremberg....0 2
15 2 1 4 7 13 Hannover........ 03

HOME  LAST EIGHT MATCHES
PPWDL FA D L
8 310 95 BDortmund...4 0 0
8 1 20 7 4 BMunich 0113 6 17
8 3 0 1 134 EFrankfurt.. 117 3 16
8 4 00 141 Mgladbach.. 124 6 16
8 2 20 7 2 Hoffenheim 2012 7 16
8 3 10 9 1 RBLeipzig.. 123 4 14
8 1 12 46 Wolfsburg...... 018 3 13
8 21166 128 8 1
8 11256 025 9 10
8 20297 3125 9
8 21185 222 6 9
8 12157 126 8 9
8 20238 032 9 9
8 103712 125 5 7
8 20265 13516 7
8 031 46 033 5 6
8 10339 22510 5
8 02339 12410 3
PROFIT & LOSS

Mgladbach..... +16.01
Hertha Berlin . +12.45
E Frankfurt..
Wolfshurg
B Dortmund
Freiburg ..
W Bremen
RB Leipzig
Mainz ...

.+6.34
.+6.25
.+5.69
.+1.25
.+0.66
.+0.64 Hannover.
0.00 | Nuremberg..

BEST PRE-SEASON PRICES

1-6 Bayern Munich, 8 B Dortmund,
33 Leipzig, 50 Schalke, 80 Leverkusen,
100 Hoffenheim, 200 bar.

Messi still weaving magic

SPAIN

LIONEL MESSI was voted only
the fifth-best player in the world
this year at the recent Ballon
d’Or ceremony but he is mas-
terminding Barcelona’s latest
title assault to perfection.

Ernesto Valverde is not uni-
versally popular with Barca
supporters but as long as he
has Messi fit and firing, the
Catalans are going to prove
hard to stop as they bid to land
a fourth title in five seasons.

Sevilla and Atletico Madrid
are Barca’s nearest pursuers
but bookmakers still believe
Real Madrid pose the biggest
threat to the favourites.

It’s hard to have any faith in
Real despite an upturn in
results since the appointment
of Santiago Solari. Their two
most recent La Liga victories
came despite abject displays
against lowly Huesca and

Vallecano where they scraped
1-0 wins while Barca were busy
battering better teams.

The top four may look set but
Real Betis are in great form and
could still mount a challenge
while Valencia deserve more
than a meagre 19 points sug-
gests.

Huesca and Vallecano are at
risk of being cut adrift at the
wrong end of the table but the
final relegation place is in the
balance and Villarreal and
Athletic Bilbao are two big
names who are under pressure.

Valladolid could still be
dragged into the dogfight
despite a solid start.

Advised ante-post
by Joe Champion
Barcelona to win La Liga
3pts 4-5 general

Real Betis top-four finish
1pt 10-1 general

Valladolid to be relegated
2pts 15-8 bet365

LALIGA

Bet365 BetBright Betfair Betfred Betway Boyles Coral  Hills Ladbrokes Power Sky Bet 188Bet

Barcelona 21 14 29 14 14
Real Madrid 5 5 6 5
Atletico Madrid 8 9 152 8 9
Sevilla 33 40 50 50 33

Win only

132

-4 29 14 29 29 15 15
5 12 92 12 6 7 17
8 9 7 9 152 10 8

40 40 40 40 50 50 50

Others on request

FATE OF THE CHRISTMAS LEADERS

Season Leaders Best price
2017-18  Barcelona 2-7
2016-17  Real Madrid 8-15
2015-16  Barcelona 1-4
2014-15  Real Madrid 25
2013-14  Barcelona 8-15

Clear by Fin. Position Won/Lost by
6pts 1st 14pts
3pts 1st 3pts
GD 1st 1pt
4pts 2nd 2pts
GD 2nd 3pts

STANDINGS
HOME LALIGA AWAY
PTWD L WD LF APts
16 521 52118 7 34
16 6 11 332171131
16 6 2 0 2519 831
16 6 11 31 1 1629
16 422 32 9 925
16 440 30 9 1225
16 413 2519 824
16 314 33214122
16 3 42 22313142
16 2 3 3 33 8 72
16 50 3 13 8 122
16 22 4 33 7 72
16 4 3 2 12 4 1120
16 161 6 Valencia. 2425 719
16 133 8 Sociedad 41412119
16 3 31 13 7 1318
16 13 4 2 33101115
16 2 4 2 05 7 1215
16 13 4 11 4 1210
16 044 6 a1 8218
HOME  LAST EIGHT MATCHES ~ AWAY
PELWDL FA WDLF A Pts
8 3 0 1147 Barcelona....... 310133 19
8 310 9 3 AtlMadrid....1 3 06 5 16
8 301 61 Getafe 1305 4 15
8 4 00 7 2 Sevilla 0314 6 15
8 3 01 6 2 RealMadrid...2 0 26 10 15
8 2 1 1 6 4 RealBetis 2028 8 13
8 120 32 Girona 2124 4 12
8 2 02 6 8 Levante.. 1309 8 12
8 2 12 85 Celtavigo....1 117 7 1
8 12032 1315 5 1
8 22053 1032 6 1
8 12153 1212 3 10
8 23017 0120 5 10
8 12133 1033 5 8
8 02258 2023 4 8
8 12166 0225 8 7
8 1 20 21 AthBilbao....0 233 8 7
8 1 0 3 310 Espanyol. 1124 6 7
8 121 66 R.Vallecano..0 0 41 8 5
8 0325 ..0032 6 3
PROFIT & LOSS
Levante.... . Sociedad .
Real Betis E Barcelona
. Espanyol..
. Atl Madrid
Valladolid +7.50 = Real Madrid
. Villarreal .
Valencia ..
Huesca.
Ath Bilbao

R. VaIIecano....:.»1 3-.10

BEST PRE-SEASON PRICES

4-5 Barcelona, 6-4 Real Madrid, 14
Atletico Madrid, 150 Valencia, 250 bar
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SPREADWISE

PREMIER LEAGUE
GG _CN BK 18 TH
Liverpool.. 41 62 11 22 2.3
Man Cit 47 79 9 21 2.2
53 51 14 18 15
53 49 15 16 1.3
76 55 19 13 1.7
82 57 24 12 1.0
47 53 18 10 13
65 6.1 15 9 04
53 52 21 17 09
53 57 21 8 1.0
53 57 18 6 0.8
59 54 23 10 09
59 39 22 10 1.0
53 49 18 14 0.4
35 53 19 8 0.2
Cardiff.. .59 53 42 16 9 0.3
Southampton.59 53 54 23 6 0.6
Burnley........... 53 41 3.0 18 4 0.0
Huddersfield..35 41 44 18 7 06
Fulham 4 1

SO = e = e = I [ LI B0 Lol
cowohoULuNoNbLbWN=rooOOT

Aston Villa 73 15 15
Swansea......... 50 9 12
Birmingham...55 59 18 11
Stoke..... o

Blackburn......50 68 15 10
QPR.... 55 45 17 1

Bristol C.

0900000002020, 02222 P 0000000200200 2Ny

ocpxbwbNOUorwhoNN=SbLOWwWwo ST

EEPe ot i e e = e = L b 2 ) e
b= hrNowoLbhpooOOONOROOROOUILT

TH BH
i 21 23
6.4 12 2.8
0 5.5 19 24
Peterborough..59 68 4.4 18 13 15 2.1
Charlton ... 64 6.0 25 18 1.8 1.8
Doncaster. 50 56 26 13 1.6 1.8
Barnsley 48 7.0 18 11 15 1.9
Blackpool. 38 48 15 12 1.1 2.0
Wycombe.. 68 53 19 17 1.0 1.9
Fleetwood 41 54 27 10 09 1.8
Walsall . 55 63 16 8 0.7 1.9
41 47 16 9 08 1.8
59 42 11 8 14 12
62 54 19 5 12 15
62 56 12 10 1.0 1.5
55 52 18 13 0.7 1.5

55 5.0 10 13 09 14 2
55 53 24 15 0.7 15

59 53 18 8 05 1.6 3
59 42 21 4 04 16
64 54 17 13 05 14
41 48 25 8 03 1.4
45 52 16 6 0.5 1.0
45 45 47 12 4 06 07

SKY BET LEAGUE TWO
GG _CN BK 18 TH BH
Lincoln... 62 59 15 13 18 24
MK Dons 48 63 15 19 1.7 23
Colchester 45 52 15 13 1.0 2.3
Bury....... 59 6.1 13 14 1.2 2.0
Mansfield. 50 5.8 22 18 13 21
67 53 14 8 17 17
50 44 20 6 11 19
55 44 17 10 1.4 1.7
Forest Green .. 81 50 22 13 14 17
Oldham. o 55 55 17 12 0.8 2.0
Stevenage. 41 48 23 11 14 15
Carlisle.. 45 54 11 11 12 15
Swindon .50 55 52 22 12 11 17
Northampton..50 55 4.9 20 15 1.2 13
.36 36 36 22 10 0.8 1.8
48 51 26 7 1.0 15
18 55 12 9 07 15
41 46 15 10 1.0 13
40 45 18 6 13 09
o 45 45 14 9 06 1.5
Cheltenham....52 52 4.8 16 11 0.4 1.8
Cambridge U..41 41 56 19 11 05 14
Notts Co..........68 64 46 22 7 06 12
Macclesfield.... 45 37 13 9 08 7
LADBROKES PREMIERSHIP

GG CN BK 8 TH BH
Rangers.......... 53 82 25 17 1.4 2.6
Kilmarnock.... 56 4.4 16 14 1.6 2.2
i . 2.0 21
1.4 2.0
11 22
1.0 21
1.0 2.4
1.0 2.0
06 1.7
0.4 1.0
1 0.9
0.6
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Preston’s Brandon Barker takes the ball away from Nathan Wood of Middlesbrough during their League Cup third-round meeting

Preston eyeing improvement

goals are at 1,055-1,072 with 476

By Mark Langdon

SPORTING INDEX are fairly
confident Manchester City will
be celebrating another Premier
League title, even if they fall short
of last season’s three-figure points

total.

The champions are in for
96-97.5 points, while Liverpool
areat 91-92.5 and if anything the
two title challengers could spur
each other on. City’s frightening
array of attacking talent looks set
to be the potential difference

between them.

City’s goals are trading at 109-
111.5 and total Premier League

scored so far.

Few potential trades stand out
in the Premier League markets,
although there is possibly scope
for Leicester to get better
following an average start of 22

points from 17 games and

46.5-48.

Sporting quote their final total at

The club have understandably
found things tricky on the pitch
in the aftermath of the helicopter
tragedy involving owner Vichai
Srivaddhanaprabha just outside

the King Power Stadium following

a 1-1 draw with West Ham.
However, a team with a spine

containing Kasper Schmeichel,
Harry Maguire, Wilfred Ndidi,
James Maddison and Jamie Vardy
should be doing better than their
current position of 12th.

Alex Neil will be cursing this
season after his Preston side made
a terrible start and then picked
up a stack of injuries, but North
End could improve in the second
half of the Sky Bet Championship
and are worth supporting in
Sporting Index’s total points
market.

PNE have gained 28 points
from 22 matches and should be
aiming to push above Sporting’s
buy price of 61 despite the

continued absence of leading
goalscorer Callum Robinson due
to injury.

Preston, who have already
travelled to eight of the
Championship’s top ten teams,
won only one of their opening
ten matches to leave the club
reeling.

However, North End have now
lost just one of their last 12 and
that came at Birmingham when
goalkeeper Declan Rudd made
one of the worst errors you will
ever see from a professional to
break the deadlock.

This positive run has seen
Preston beat Nottingham Forest

at the City Ground and land
impressive draws against Aston
Villa and Middlesbrough, so Neil’s
men are clearly on the up.

They have a lovely balance in
midfield with Ben Pearson and
Paul Gallagher, while Alan
Browne is making a major impact
in the number ten role.

Their Christmas fixtures look
kind with matches against
Sheffield Wednesday, Hull, Villa
and Rotherham, and Preston
should be aiming for a top-half
finish.

Recommendation

Buy Preston points
at 61 Sporting Index

SPREAD MARKETS

Premier League

points
Sporting Index

JAy r—— 38 43 22 15 1.3

Ross County...47 53 6.0 16 13 1.4

Dundee Utd..... 65 45 20 15 1.4

QueenofSth...47 47 46 15 10 1.0

Inverness CT.. 56 58 22 9 1.0

Morton.. 53 41 17 9 1.2

Dunfermline.. 35 58 17 8 06

Partick.. 47 61 18 5 03

Alloa.. 35 48 22 6 04

Falkirk .. 35 31 19 10 04

Al 23

6.0 1.9

4.6 0.6

4.2 0.5

34 0.5

Queen’s Park...20 27 4.0 24 11 1.0

Stirling... 3 40 53 15 9 09

Berwick 27 28 17 7 05

i 47 47 18 4 0.0
OV % games with over 2.5 goals

S S IR o
Jbmvoomoios ol

% games in which both teams scored
Team's average corners per game
eam’s ave bookings pts per game

.Points from last eight league games
. Ave. pts per game v top-half teams
e. pts per game v bottom-half teams
CS...... % games when team keep clean sheet

Man City 96.5-98
Liverpool 91-92.5
Tottenham 78.5-80
Chelsea 78.5-80
Arsenal 72.5-74
Man United 64-65.5
Everton 53-54.5
Wolves 51.5-53
West Ham 49.5-51
Watford 47-48.5
Bournemouth 47-48.5
Leicester 47-48.5
Brighton 46.5-48
Crystal Palace 38-39.5
Newcastle 37-385
Southamy 35.5-37
Cardiff 30.5-32
Burnley 29-30.5
Fulham 28.5-30
Huddersfield 27.5-29

Outright index

Sporting Index

Man City 54.5-56.5
Liverpool 42-45
Tottenham 21-24
Chelsea 21-24
Arsenal 13-16
Man United 4-6
Everton 0.25-1
Wolves 0.05-0.5
West Ham 0.05-0.5
Leicester 0-0.2
60:40:30:20:10:5

Sky Bet
Championship
points

Sporting Index
Leeds 84.5-86.5
Norwich 81.5-83.5
West Brom 78.5-80.5
Sheffield United 71-19
Middlesbrough 74.5-76.5
Derby 74-76
Aston Villa 70.5-72.5
Nott'm Forest 67.5-69.5
Stoke 67-69
Swansea 64.5-66.5
Bristol City 62.5-64.5
QPR 62-64
Birmingham 62-64
Blackburn 60.5-62.5
Preston 59-61
Brentford 57.5-59.5
Wigan 54.5-56.5
Hull 51.5-53.5
Sheffield Wed 49.5-51.5
Millwall 49-51
Rotherham 44-46
Reading 41-43
Bolton 39-41
Ipswich 36.5-38.5

Outright index

Sporting Index

Leeds 37-40
Norwich 29-32
West Brom 26-29
Sheffield United 1417
Middleshrough 1215

Derby 12-15

Aston Villa
Nott'm Forest
Stoke
Swansea
Bristol City
Birmingham
Preston
Brentford
Wigan

Hull

Sheffield Wed
Millwall

The field

Sky Bet League
One points

Portsmouth
Luton
Sunderland
Barnsley
Charlton
Doncaster
Peterborough
Blackpool
Southend
Coventry
Burton
Wycombe
Fleetwood
Accrington
Walsall
Shrewsbury
Rochdale
Oxford
Gillingham
Scunthorpe

Sporting Index

Sporting Index

Sporting Index

Sporting Index

9-12 Bristol Rovers 46-48 Forest Green 69-71 Crewe 0-0.1
5-7 Wimbledon 45-47 Exeter 67-69 Cambridge 0-0.1
35 Plymouth 44.5-46.5 Newport 67-69 Notts County 0-0.1
0.5:2 Bradford 41-43 Oldham 67-69 The field 0.5-2
0.25-1 . . Tranmere 67-69
0251 Qutright index Carlisle sz Ladbrokes
0.1-0.5 Sporting Index Stevenage 61-63 Premiership
0.1-05 Portsmouth 39-42 Swindon 61-63 .
001 Lyton 3639 l;lo:l:lall'npton w5625 points '
001 Sunderland 36-39 v° 'Ia e 5 5_5'5 . Celt Sportlnggr;d;;
0>0'1 Barnsley 17-20 C?:;llle b eltic .
g Charlton 10-13 y 53-55 Rangers 7375
13 D Crewe 52.5-54.5 Aberdeen 60.5-62.5
oncaster 7-10 . "
Peterborough 57 Cambrldge 51-53 Kilmarnock 59-61
Grimshy 50.5-52.5 Hearts 58-60
zg:z:et:';‘ ggg; Cheltenham 5052 Hibernian 5658
; e Notts Coun 47.5-49.5 St Johnstone 52.5-54.5
Sporting Im_jex Burton 0.2:07 Morecambety 465485 | Livingston 51-53
85.5.87.5 z'heem?d 0%;3; Macclesfield 395415 | Motherwell 4455465
£ rewsbury .02-0. . . Hamilton 30.5-32.5
84'573_6515 Rochdale o001 Outright index Dundee 3729
75.77 Oxford 0.01-0.1 Sporting Index St Mirren 26-28
5-75. Scunthorpe 0-0.05 Lincoln 42-45 . .
» 57;_572 Bristol Rovers 0-0.05 MK Dons 42-45 Outrlght index
65.5-67.5 Plymouth 0-0.05 Mansfield 23-26 Sporting Index
61-63 Bradford 0-0.05 Bury 19-22 Celtic 57-59
60.5-62.5 The field 2-4 Colchester 10-13 Rangers 39-42
60-62 Forest Green 4-6 Aberdeen 19-22
w2  Sky Bet League Exeter 24 Kilmamock 16-19
60-62 . Newport 24 Hearts 13-16
sses | TWO points Oldham 24| Hibemian 811
57,5595 Sporting Index | Tranmere 24 St Johnstone 35
57.59 Lincoln 86.5-885 | Carlisle 0.25-15 | Livingston 13
55.5-58 MK Dons 86.5-88.5 Stevenage 0.25-1.5 Motherwell 0.05-0.5
55.5-57.5 Mansfield 78.5-80.5 Swindon 0.25-1.5 Hamilton 0-0.1
50-52 Bury 76.5-78.5 Northampton 0.25-1.5 Dundee 0-0.1
47.5-49.5 Colchester 72.5-745 Port Vale 0.1-0.5 St Mirren 0-0.1
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- Create your own custom football bets

- Include anything from two to six
selections (including same game)

- Get an instant price - no need for
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Mike Holden

Wolves could force
way nto top Six

Premier League

The big players cost big money, which
means the elite leagues operate by
their own rules of what’s normal.
There’s nothing unusual about the
biggest teams outperforming their xG
stats, it simply reflects their quality
and depth of resources at both ends of
the pitch.

So what you see is what you get at
far as the top six goes. There’s not
much to argue with, unless you think
Manchester United have been
unlucky.

A more confident assertion is that
Wolves now stand a better chance of
breaking into the top six than United
have of breaking into the top four.

There are a handful of teams who
should expect a notable improvement
on their points return in the second
half of the campaign but for Fulham
and Huddersfield that’s not saying
much. They could both improve
markedly and still find themselves
relegated.

Southampton and Crystal
Palace have both struggled results-
wise but should expect to finish in the
lower mid-table positions based on
their performances, while Cardiff
have given themselves a fighting
chance of survival. They deserve their
two-point cushion on the drop zone.

Sky Bet Championship

Bolton and Millwall are the two
standout teams who should expect an

upturn in the second half of the
campaign. For both, that would
replicate the general pattern of last
season.

The Whites are second-bottom
again, two points better off than they
were 12 months ago, when a flurry of
results from this weekend forward —
14 points in the next eight matches —
set them on the road to a dramatic
final-day escape with that last-gasp
3-2 come-from-behind victory over
Nottingham Forest.

The Lions are seven points worse off
this time around but anything close to
the 46-point haul they managed when
playing every team for the second
time last term would surely propel
them from third-bottom into mid-
table at the very least.

With a 51 per cent xG ratio, that’s
probably where they belong.

Leeds and Norwich have opened
up a nice cushion in the race for
automatic promotion and neither
team can be accused of over-shooting
their numbers to any significant
degree.

Of greater concern is the ability of
East Midlands duo Derby and
Nottingham Forest to keep pace
with the top six.

Sky Bet League One

League One has been the setting for
most of the craziest variance, which
accounts for the dismissal of two of
the country’s longest-serving
managers.

AFC Wimbledon are the most
extraordinary case, sitting bottom of
the table on 15 points despite an xG
ratio that marks them out as
comfortable top-half material. They
waved farewell to Neal Ardley last
month following a dreadful run of 12
defeats in 14 matches.

They could feasibly get worse in xG
terms over the remaining 24 games
and still avoid the drop. New boss
Wally Downes obviously has a big task
on his hands to bridge a six-point gap
to safety but the numbers would imply
that his job requires little else other
than conveying a sense of calm.

Bristol Rovers are second-bottom
having also got themselves into a rut,
which led to the dismissal of Darrell
Clarke last week.

Clarke started the season
determined to drive the Gas into the
top six despite limited resources but
his demanding nature might have
taken a toll on players once it became
apparent that survival was the best
Rovers could hope for. It will be
interesting to see how they fare in the
coming weeks if they are more
relaxed. Shrewsbury have also been
an unusual phenomenon. They reside
in 17th position, although their
mightily impressive 59 per cent xG
ratio has never really passed the eye
test and is considered to be a strange
anomaly by most observers, including
their own fans.

Sunderland are the big
overachievers, although it’s probably

The football analyst looks at
who is overachieving based
on the expected-goals stats

There is scope for Wolves to make further progress in the Premier League

dangerous to run too far with that
assessment. They possess a huge
squad and bundles of quality, so never
really find themselves over-stretched
in any game and their performance is
more likely to improve rather than
their results nosedive.

Doing enough is the name of the
game for Black Cats boss Jack Ross.

Sky Bet League Two

Sol Campbell’s first foray into
management has been the big story in
recent weeks and the numbers would
indicate he has the platform on which
to make solid impression.
Macclesfield are no great shakes,
a bottom-eight side without doubt, but
they have been competitive of late and
there’s ample reason to believe that
Campbell’s only target — survival —is

achievable.

The big problem for Macc is the two
teams immediately above them.
Cambridge and Notts County
have both significantly underachieved
too, and should expect to climb the
table under new management in the
coming months, while the two teams
above that, Morecambe and
Cheltenham, can also get better.

If those four clubs match the
Silkmen between now and the end of
the season, then Campbell must
bridge a six-point gap on Yeovil and
nine points on Crewe, both of whom
could be value at double-figure prices
to go down.

At the top, a two-horse race is
developing and the data makes
Lincoln a bit more convincing than
MK Dons.

EXPECTED GOALS STATISTICS

Premier League Sky Bet Championship Sky Bet League One Sky Bet League Two

;%i XG% G% DD ,LJ%‘; xG% G% DD :%i XG% G% DD :%i XG% G% DD
Liverpool Ist  74.02 84.09 -0.12 Sheff Utd 5th 6216 57.38  0.08 Barnsley 7th  63.05 62.50 0.01 Bury 4th  63.97 62.69  0.02
Man City 2nd  72.01 8276 -0.13 Leeds Ist 6146 66.67 -0.08 Portsmouth Ist 6078 66.67 -0.09 Lincoln Ist 6392 67.86 -0.06
Chelsea 4th 6634 7143  -0.07 West Brom 3rd 5998 59.74  0.00 Shrewsbury 17th  59.09 47.27  0.25 MK Dons 2nd  61.86 71.1 -0.13
Wolves 7th  63.70 50.00 0.27 Norwich 2nd 5822 60.61 -0.04 Luton 2nd 5898 66.15 -0.11 Mansfield 5th  61.22 6744 -0.09
Tottenham 3rd  55.81 6596 -0.15 Bristol City 14th  57.21 5094 0.2 Coventry 13th 5746 46.00 0.25 Colchester 3rd  54.44 59.65 -0.09
Man Utd 6th  55.09  50.00 0.10 Birmingham 10th  55.61 54.24 0.03 Blackpool 8th  56.13  54.35 0.03 Exeter 7th  52.56 56.60 -0.07
Arsenal 5th  52.72  61.67 -0.15 Middlesbrough 6th  55.30 60.00 -0.08 Charlton 5th  54.44 59.02 -0.08 Northampton 14th  52.41  48.21 0.09
Leicester 12th  52.09 50.00 0.04 Preston 15th  52.87  48.61 0.09 Doncaster 6th 53.45 5873 -0.09 Forest Green 9th  51.27 58.82 -0.13
Bournemouth 1Mth  49.91 4717  0.06 Aston Villa 8th  52.02 55.84 -0.07 AFC Wimbledon  24th 5255 31.25 0.68 Newport 6th 5092 4848 0.05
Watford 10th 4914 4792  0.03 Brentford 19th 5179 49.25  0.05 Southend 12th 5212 50.00 0.04 Cambridge 22nd  50.02 3519 042
Crystal Palace 15th  48.07 37.84 0.27 Millwall 22nd 5132 4242 0.21 Accrington 14th 5191 4490 0.16 Oldham 10th 49.98 58.18 -0.14
Everton 8th 4791 5217  -0.08 Swansea 9th 51.03 5294 -0.04 Burton 15th  50.82 47.27  0.08 Yeovil 19th  49.75 50.00 -0.01
West Ham 9th  46.19 50.00 -0.08 Nottm Forest 7th  50.96 59.26 -0.14 Bristol Rovers 23rd 4998 40.00 0.25 Carlisle 12th 4812 5179  -0.07
Southampton 17th 4533 3333  0.36 Blackburn 12th  49.66 46.77  0.06 Sunderland 3rd 4877 6833 -0.29 Swindon 13th  47.47  45.61 0.04
Cardiff 16th 40.21 34.00 0.18 QPR 13th  49.65 4576  0.08 Oxford 18th 4850 46.77 0.04 Crawley 16th 47.28 45.00 0.05
Brighton 13th  39.34 4545 -0.13 Derby 4th 4953 5636 -0.12 Peterborough 4th 4774 5882 -0.19 Tranmere 8th  46.71 5410 -0.14
Fulham 20th 3813  27.59 0.38 Wigan 16th  47.07 43.40 0.08 Rochdale 19th  47.01 41.43 0.13 Crewe 17th 4451 4375 0.02
Newcastle 14th  37.80 38.89 -0.03 Stoke 1Mth  46.69 51.79 -0.10 Fleetwood 10th 4534 5577  -0.19 Notts County 23rd  43.81 3571 0.23
Huddersfield 19th 3618  26.32 0.37 Hull 17th  45.43  43.40 0.05 Gillingham 16th 4423 47.83 -0.08 Macclesfield 24th 4375 3214 0.36
Burnley 18th  29.69 31.25 -0.05 Bolton 23rd  40.54 3333  0.22 Walsall 1Mth  43.40 41.07 0.06 Cheltenham 21st 4373 40.00 0.09
: : Reading 21st 4015 43.55 -0.08 Wycombe 9th 4324 5161 -0.16 Port Vale 15th  43.73  47.06 -0.07

Key xG% — expected goals ratio (percentage of chances in
favour) G% — actual goals ratio (percentage of goals in favour) Rotherham 20th 38.65 40.00 -0.03 Plymouth 21st  42.37  38.81 0.09 Stevenage 11th  43.24 50.00 -0.14
i[r)nDpﬁ f;vgdfjaﬂffﬁa":”;ﬁjf:avzﬁfe”je‘;"/:j"f‘;s‘;zz'af;’fe(ﬁgfgﬂgz Sheff Wed 18th 38.63 4118  -0.06 Scunthorpe 20th 39.96 3816  0.05 Grimsby 18th 4294 4231 0.1
overachieved) Ipswich 24th  34.03 3273 0.04 Bradford 22nd 3642 36.07 0.01 Morecambe 20th  42.47 3729 014
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